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THE BoarpD oF AGRICULTURE. 


Ever since the retirement of Sir George Brown 
from the office of Director-General of the Veteri- 
nary Department of the Board of Agriculture we 
have been dissatisfied with the position given to 
veterinary inspectors. 

We feel that the professional expert has been 
displaced by the untrained layman, and that the 
post of Assistant-Secretary was only created so as 
to subordinate the expert to the layman. We do 
not believe that this was done with any wish to 
belittle our profession, or with an idea that we were 
unable to do our work without lay guidance and 
control. It was merely the crushing into Govern- 
ment uniformity of a little section of men found 
acting too independently. When the Veterinary 
Department was under the Privy Council hard facts 
in the shape of disease had forced the authorities to 
give a free hand to the experts. When the Board 
took over cattle diseases the authorities were men 
“who knew not Joseph” and who proceeded to 
mould the Department in accordance with the 
stereotyped model of the Local Government Beard. 
A layman was made chief, lay inspectors were made 
prominent, and the work of stamping out disease 
was divided between veterinary and lay inspectors 
—to the latter being given an undue share of the 
inspection and duties which infringed upon and 
overlapped the proper position of veterinary 
inspectors. 

We believe that the position has become some- 
What mitigated during the last two years, but it still 
constitutes a veterinary grievance and one which 
should be kept before Parliament until remedied. 

On Monday last in the House of Commons Mr. 
M‘Killop asked— 

“The honourable Member for South Somerset (Sir Ed- 
ward Strachey) as representing the President of the 
Board of Agriculture, if the veterinary inspectors of the 
Animals Division are under the direction of the Assis- 
tant Seeretary, or are they on the staff and under the 
orders of the Chief Veterinary Officer ; if under the 
lormer is he prepared to place them under the latter.” 

The reply was— 

. “The Veterinary Inspectors of the Board take their 
lnstractions from the Chief Veterinary Officer with re- 
gard to their professional business, but for certain ad- 
lninistrative purposes they work under the direction of 
the Assistant Secretary in charge of the Animals 
Division, No change is contemplated in these arrange- 
tents which have been in operation for many years past 
— been attended with extremely satisfactory 

This last paragraph—which we paraphrase, once 
ordained, always retained—is strikingly similar to 

wme of the replies dictated from the War Office. 


Str Jonn M‘FapyEAN TESTIMONIAL. 


A meeting of the Executive Committee of this 
erg was held at 10 Red Lion Square on Thursday, 
‘eb. 27. 

It was decided to close the subscription list on 
May 7th (except for residents abroad) and to call a 
general meeting of the subscribers as soon as possi- 
ble after that date to decide what should be the 
form of the testimonial. 

If the details can be arranged the presentation 
will probably take place on the day of the Annual 
General Meeting in June. 

It would facilitate the work of the Committee if 
gentlemen would kindly remit their subscriptions 
as early as convenient. 


HUNTING ACCIDENTS. 
By J. H. Parker, Faringdon, Berks. 


On Friday, November 17th last, the old Berk- 
shire Hounds met at Wadley House, Faringdon, 
the residence of that well-known agriculturist Mr. 
Geo. Adams. After partaking of his liberal hospi- 
tality hounds were put into Haremore Cover, a fox 
was soon on foot and broke out on the Barcote 
Vale side of the cover; to get to this we had to pass 
through a bridle gate, from the post of which was 
projecting a nasty triangular pointed iron spike to 
take the catch of the gate. In the rush to get 
through, my horse was charged on to the spike and 
held there; I went over his head and on to mine. 
When I got up the horse was making frantic eftorts 
to free himself. I struck him on the nose with my 
hand, and this sending him backwards got him off 
the spike, which had punctured him midway be- 
tween the point of the off bip and patella. There 
was a nasty triangular shaped wound, and a piece of 
flesh left on the spike. Being about a mile from 
home I took him there. After syringing out the 
wound with a solution of Hg. Cl, and putting a 
couple of stitches in it, | got another horse and went 
out with hounds again. Atnight he was very lame 
and resting the leg, tail erected and quivering. 
During the next three days the leg swelled up to 
about the size of a man’s body, swelling extending 
to the hock, sheath, and along abdomen. 

A week from date of accident a soft place ap- 
peared about three inches below the wound, and on 
lancing this about three quarts of laudable pus came 
out. The wounds were syringed with Lysol, 
Chinosol, and Corrosive Sublimate alternately, with 





should be obliged to anyone who can supply 
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a view to seeing which was most effective, and there 
was considerably less pus in the discharge after the 
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corrosive sublimate than after the others. When 
the wound was filled with fluid it could be felt on 
the inside of thigh just above the patella, and if the 
_ were flexed it would squirt out for about a 
yard. 

The swellings and discharges getting less, I hun- 
ted him again a month after the accident, and on 
going over Hackern Canal Bridge the bridge gave 
way and let his hind legs through to the stifles. 
Next day we got a lot of sanious material which 
looked like blood and disintegrated muscle. The 
wound was syringed out twice daily and the horse 
kept at work until Feb. 20th, when the discharge 
ceased and the wound completely healed. 

Case II.—A six-year-old blood mare, the property 
of a dealer, cost £55, the day before was jumping a 
raised fence with a ditch on the taking off side. 
There was a gap in the fence which contained the 
remains of an ash tree. The mare landed on this 
and her off hind leg got caught in a forked part 
just above the hock, and the mare pitched forward 
down the other side of the bank. 

When I saw her she was unable to put any 
weight on the off hind leg. The muscles between 
the point of hock and stifle were flaccid, and there 
was a distinct ledge projecting from the outside of 
the stifle; manipulation revealed crepitation. I 
suggested that the mare should be destroyed, and 
the owner went to adjoining farm and asked the 
farmer to go and shoot her, which he promised to 
do, but on his seeing the mare he thought that the 
leg was not broken and walked her about a mile to 
his place. Two days afterwards I was requested to 
see her again, and found the stifle much swollen, the 
whole leg useless, and crepitation, though not so 
well defined as before. 

Being certain there was a fracture I had the mare 
shot, and the post-mortem showed a fracture of the 
external condyle of the femur in the stifle joints. 
There were two pieces broken off, one the size of a 
hen’s egg, the other the size of a pigeon’s egg. The 
joint was full of blood. I kept the specimen as I 
thought it a most extraordinary fracture. 

Case III.—A well bred mare, supposed to be 
one of the best animals in the Hunt, her owner 
often riding her over five-barred gates in preference 
to opening them. Hounds ran over the celebrated 
Rosy Brook which was in flood. The mare was 
ridden at it full tilt, and fell on the opposite bank. 
As she did not appear to be hurt she finished the 
day’s hunting. Seemed dull when she got home, 
and did not feed much, was sent out for walking 
exercise next morning, and when she came into her 
stable again laid down and died. 

I was asked to make a post-mortem. On open- 
ing the abdomen a lot of blood rushed out; there 
was general peritonitis, and three of the ribs were 
broken close to the posterior part of the sternum 
on the right side of the body, and the liver on that 
side had the appearance of having been jagged by 
the broken ends. 

Case IV.—Feb. 21. A half bred mare in jumping 
a heavy fence blundered on to the top of it, and fell 
heavily on the other side. On rising she was found 


to the ribs, right through the skin and chest mus- 
cles. Inthe muscle there was an artery severed 
about the size of a strong quill, from which blood 
was spurting. A pairof Spencer Wells forceps were 
applied to this, and being within two fields of my 
place had her brought there, put ten interrupted 
sutures in wound, and sent her home, seven miles, 
with dressing. Saw her to-day, March Ist, and 
she is doing well. 

Case V.—A well-bred hunter, in jumping a fence 
out of some boggy ground, fell on the fence and got 
staked in the inside of the near thigh, about six 
inches deep. He was brought home eight miles, 
and as the opening was at the bottom of the wound 
we thought he would do well. The wound was 
syringed out three times a day with a solution of 
Jeyes’ Fluid, and the horse appeared to be doing 
well. 

On the fourth day there was a nasty bloody dis- 
charge from the wound, the thigh swelled to an 
enormous size, as also did the scrotum and sheath. 
He lost all use of the leg, and swelled along the 
abdomen. Temperature ran up to 104 F. ; continual 
sweating and locking round to his sides. We put 
him in slings, but he could not stand in them. The 
owner asked me to shoot him, which I did, but I 
had not the chance of making an autopsy. 








A SKIN DISEASE IN HORSES AFFECTING 
ONLY THE WHITE MARKINGS. 


I was very much interested in the report of a 
case of this nature by Mr. Henry Taylor in The 
Veterinary Record of Feb. 20. His description co- 
incides so exactly with what I have seen and heard 
of a disease common in Australia, that I fee! sure it 
is the same thing. 

While at the Remount Depot in Calcutta a few 
years ago I frequently found some of the newly 
landed Australian horses with a thickening ol 
the skin and roughened condition of the hair on 
one or more legs and sometimes on the face. This 
condition was present only on the white markings. 
It appeared just as if the part had been blistered 
recently. On enquiry I was informed by the 
Australian shippers that it was a fairly common 
trouble and was generally called the Aphis disease, 
it was caused by a parasite found in clover and It 
affected only the white markings on the legs and 
face. They said these characteristics were Very 
marked, horses never got the disease unless turned 
into a clover field, and no other parts of the body 
or legs except the white marks were affected. 
They said that the first sign of anything beims 
wrong was the itchiness of the part and then 00 
examination the leg appeared just as if it had bee? 
recently blistered. The itchiness and acute sy™P. 
toms passed away, but left the skin thickened : 
the hair rough with occasionally scars on "* 
part. 

I myself can only speak of 
affection, but judging from these t 
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sloughing had taken place, and even when this 
was not marked, there was much permanent 
roughening of the hair and thickening of the skin. 

I can hardly think that the causal parasite be- 
longs to the Aphis family, for I can find nothing in 
the literature I have at my disposal which mentions 
that any of the family are parasitic on animals. It 
is a large family and includes most of the “ blight ” 
parasites. It appears to me to be more likely one 
of the Trombidines, of which the “ Rouget” or 
“red mite” or “harvest bug” is a well known 
example. 

Raillet (1) in speaking of this family has a para- 
graph which appears to be rather suggestive :— 

“Johnston speaks of these Acari as tormenting 
sheep and horses, setting up severe itching. On the 
horse in particular the irritation is such that the 
skin appears to have been treated with a liquid 
blister. Cavalin has also observed the Rougets on 
the horse in Algeria.” 

He, however, does not mention anything about 
the parasite only affecting the white markings of 
an animal. 

Friedberger and Fréhner (2) under the heading 
of “ Gangrenous Dermatitis” or “Gangrene of the 
white marks” describe an affection which is prob- 
ably the disease under question. Their remarks on 
its etiology are rather vague; they suggest as the 
causes such things as hot sun, hot dry wind, certain 
fungi, spoilt vetch and green food covered with 
mildew, plant-lice, ete. 

In the description there appears to be some con- 
fusion between the terms “ unpigmented skin” and 
“white marks.” The terms are by no means syn- 
onynmous, of course, for while unpigmented skin is 
on the whole rather a rare occurrence in the horse, 
white marks are very common, in fact the majority 
of horses have them. 

Capt. E. E. Martin, A.V.D. 

Army Veterinary School, Aldershot. 





PERITONITIS FOLLOWING INTESTINAL 
RUPTURE. 


The following is an account of two cases in which 
some difficulty of diagnosis was involved, and which 
perhaps may be of assistance in helping to avoid 
the error into which such symptoms may easily 
lead one. 

The first was a small pony which was brought in 
late one night about a couple of months ago from a 
stable close by. He was breathing very hurriedly, 
alow moaning sound accompanying each expira- 
‘ory effort ; very anxious look ; scarcely altering his 
tather rigid position when left to himself, and walk- 
ing stiffly and with evident pain when asked to 
nove. Respirations 40, pulse 80, temperature 105-0 
and general symptoms closely simulating acute 
pleurisy, but rather more distressing than usual. 


l—Rawet. Traité de Zoologie Medicale et Agricole. 
. | ERIEDBERGER and Frouner. Veterinary Pathology, 
*.m. p. 440. Trans. by Capt. Hayes. 


Death occurred on the following morning, and on 
making a post-mortem examination I found a rup- 
ture of the small intestine in the neighbourhood of 
which was a collection of ascarides ; nothing else 
was present to account for the lesion. The rupture 
was a small one, about four feet from the cecum, 
and on the upper border of the bowel, the edges 
were a little thickened as though the damage was 
not of very recent origin. It had taken place 
primarily into the folds of the mesentery in which 
a quantity of ingesta had collected, and a second 
rupture occurring in the mesentery the contents 
had escaped into the abdominal cavity and given 
rise to very diffuse peritonitis. There was also 
marked congestion of the lungs. 

The’second case came under my notice late on 
the evening of the 20th ult., and affected a baker's 
grey mare, an aged animal. She was presenting 
symptoms much resembling the former, pulse 100, 
only faintly perceptible, respirations 40, tempera- 
ture 105°5. She was trembling violently, and upon 
removing rugs quite a cloud of vapour shot up from 
her body which I found bathed in perspiration. 

I told the owner that I suspected rupture, but in 
this as ir the case of the former, not one of the 
ordinary manifestations of abdominal pain was 
present. 

The intensity of the symptoms brought the 
previous case to my mind, and my suspicions of 
some abdominal rupture were increased by the pre- 
sence of the great perspiration, violent trembling, 
and haggard expression of the face. 

The mare died early on the following morning, 
and I made a post-mortem soon after death. On 
opening the abdominal cavity there was an escape 
of ingesta, and I found general peritonitis, and a 
rupture of the single colon about one foot from its 
commencement, which had occurred from the lodge- 
ment of acalculus, with a rugged surface, 34 inches 
diameter and weighing about a pound and a half. 
There was at the back of it a mass of hardened 
ingesta, and it had evidently passed from the double 
colon and become arrested in the tube of smaller 
lumen. The rent was eight inches long in the 
peritoneal and muscular coats, but only five and a 
half inches in the mucous membrane, a condition 
which I have noticed to be general both in gastric 
and intestinal ruptures. 

The whole of the left lung was engorged, so was 
about half of the adjoining part of the right lung. 

Cases of intestinal rupture are, I am aware, not 
uncommon, but in those presenting less aggravated 
symptoms, particularly when originating in causes 
not traumatic, diagnosis of peritonitis is often any- 
thing but easy. Even with very serious intestinal 
damage none of the familiar symptoms of abdom- 
inal pain were present in the two cases described, 
not even so much as the turning of the bead to the 
sides. 

Many of the hides of U.S. cattle killed at Deptford 
have been so warbled that their market value was re- 
duced by nearly 5s. This reflects alike upon the feeder 
and those responsible for the administration of the sani- 





tary regulations of the Bureau of Animals Industry. 
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DEATH OF MARE FROM INJURY IN 
COITUS. 


fA few remarks on a case which came under the 
observation of the writer, in the month of June, 
1905, may be of interest to readers of The Record. 
@The subject was one of those cross-bred, handy 
mares, that one often finds about a farm. She was 
twenty-two years old, and she had bred several 
useful animals. She was, however, barren in that 
season. ; 

She was served by a notoriously violent cart 
horse, which was even older than herself, and the 
property of her owner. According to history noth- 
ing out of the common was noticed at the time of 
service, and she was afterwards let loose into a pad- 
dock. Next day she was noticed by the owner to 
be standing in a dull and listless fashion for the 
greater part of the day, grazing at intervals. The 
day following the same condition was noticed, to- 
gether with slight symptoms of colicky pains. A 


colic draught containing chlorodyne was adminis- | —— 


tered, and failing to bring about satisfactory results 
the writer’s assistance was sought. 

She was found standing quietly in a box, with an 
extremely dull appearance, and without any appe- 
tite whatever ; the extremities were icy cold to the 
touch, conjunctive injected, temp. 104° F., pulse 80, 
quick and indicative of exhaustive pain ; there was 
slight tympany, but no borborygma were audible on 
auscultation of the abdomen. Occasionally she 
would strain, apparently making faint attempts at 
defzcation, but the act was evidently too painful to 
be carried into effect. 

The rectum was immediately explored, and the 
hand encountered an enormous mass of feces, 
which was removed by degrees. After a quantity 
had been removed a distinct rupture was felt on the 
inferior aspect of the rectum leading into a blind 
sac which was distended with feces. The sac was 
cleared, and an attempt was made at an antiseptic 
treatment of the lesion, but far away from one’s 
satisfaction. 

The man in charge of the entire, on being ques- 
tioned as to rendering the horse manual assistance 
at the time of service, admitted that he did not, and 
further he spoke of the “old horse’s” dexterity in 
terms that were highly complimentary to the old 
chap, but he was informed that the same were not 
applicable on the present occasion. 

Prognosis was very gloomy, and treatment was 
simply palliative, consisting of febrifuges, antiseptics 
and anodynes. 

The symptoms became gradually aggravated, and 
she died on the third day, five days from that of the 
misadventure. 

Post-mortem.—When an abdominal section was 
made a quantity of inflammatory exudate escaped 
and an intense peritonitis was revealed, markedly 
so towards the pelvic region. When the large colon 
was removed, a membranous sac (peritoneal mem- 
brane) was disclosed, suspended from the inferior 
surface of the rectum and partly from the superior 
surface of the uterus, into the peritoneal cavity. The 
sac had no communication with the peritoneal 





cavity ; it had a capacity of about three quarts, and 
on section it was found to contain about that quan- 
tity of feces. The sac did communicate with the 
rectum by means of an irregularly oval-shaped 
rupture, measuring 8x45in, having its long axis 
parallel with that of the rectum and its posterior 
border about 15in. distant from the anus. 

The conclusions arrived at were; that at the time 
of service the penis must have entered per anum, 
causing a rupture through the mucous and muscu- 
lar coats of the floor of the rectum, and stripping 
the serous coat (meso-rectum ?) from its adjacent 
structures and causing it to be invaginated, as it were, 
into the peritoneal cavity. 

That after the accident, at each attempt on the 
part of the mare to defecate fecal matter would 
not be expelled per anum, but would gravitate 
through the rupture, distending the sac continually, 
thereby forming «a great extent of abraded surface 
through which septic matter would be quickly 
absorbed, causing exhaustion and death. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


New Drugs. 


Novocaine.—This new anesthetic for local use is 
a monochloride of aminobenzoildiethylaminoethol, 
in acicular crystals, soluble in its own weight of 
water. Hinhorn uses it in solution of 0:25 per 
cent. to produce complete local anesthesia in ani- 
mals, and combined with various strengths of supra- 
renine it has been used in human surgery with 
marked success, it has the great advantage over 
cocaine that it is less toxic and more easily 
sterilised and will remain pure in solution.—Il. 
Morgagni. 

Ichthyomenthol.— Was obtained by Edelmann 
from a combination of Icthyol and menthol salicy- 
late of menthol camphor alcohol and ethers. It 
retains all the various properties of its various com- 
ponents, especially as an antirheumatic. 

Salicilic acid is apparent in the urine two hours 
after painting the skin with a solution. 

In intercostal and trigeminal neuralgia, sciatica, 
cephalic neuralgia, etc. Sokal has obtained very 
good results, as well as in cases of muscular rhev- 
matism.—IJ/. Morgagni. 

Acidol is Chloride of betaine and offers advan- 
tages over hydrochloric acid in the treatment of 
derangements of the organs of the digestive canal. 
It immediately splits into hydrochloric acid and the 
neutral betaine in the stomach, and may be mixe 
with pepsin without alteration. It should always 
be well diluted.—La Riforma Med. 

Orthoform and Nirvanine.—Orthoform (ether- 
methyl of paraadometa oxybenzoic acid is a useft 
aid to cocaine, less toxic and of longer duration ° 
anesthesia. Nirvanine is more irritant and less du" 
able than orthoform.—Arch. di Farmac. | 

Formate of Soda has given good results in obste! 
ries, it increases the uterine contractions. 1t 18a 
ministered subcutaneously in 1 per cent. solution 
La Med. It. FB. EB. P. 
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THE NECESSARY STEPS TO IMPROVE 
THE PROFESSION. 


That such steps are absolutely necessary no one with 
any experience will deny, and I have selected some points 
which I[ think will be of the utmost importance to the 
present day student after his graduation. To begin with 
I will ask—What is the position of the recently qualified 
V.S.2 Well, I am not a pessimist, but I must say that 
he has not nearly snch a bright outlook before him as 
had the V.S. who qualified some fifteen or twenty years 
ago. The profession has made great strides in the 
social direction, but is certainly much behind what it 
was some twenty years ago when you look at it from a 
remunerative point of view. What are the causes of so 
many old established practices dropping slowly but 
surely year by year? Certainly the introduction of 
the motor car has had something to do with the falling 
off of income, but that does not necessarily signify that 
the day of the V.S. is past and gone. It does not 
mean that when the last horse is cleared from the 
street by the motor, there will be no further use for 
the V.S. Far from that, I think that in the future 
the position of the V.S. will be very much superior 
to what it has ever been in the past, and all that is 
necessary to bring this superiority about is that certain 
steps be taken by those in authority. It must be 
borne in mind that when railways were introduced 
the death-warrant of the horse was said to have 
been signed. But what wes the result? It increased the 
demand for horses twofold. Now the advent of the 
motor is said by many to be the death-warrant of the 
V.S. Will it be so? I predict most emphatically it will 
not be so, but like the horses in connection with the in- 
troduction of the locomotive, the demand for their ser- 
vces will be increased twofold. The practitioner is no 
doubt at present feeling an injurious effect from the 
introduction of the motor, but that is just what the horse 
breeder felt when the locomotive was first introduced. 
I have convinced myself that just as the railway made 
an increase of work for horses in another direction, the 
motor will do the same. Of course, we cannot see it just 
now, but the horse breeder could not see it when the 
railway was introduced. The truth is that the majority 
of those things which appear to be certain calamities 
turn out in the end to be boons, and when we look on 
the favourable issue we can only compare our feelings 
to what they are when we look ata very simple patent 
which has just been brought out and ask ourselves the 
question why we did not think of such a simple device 
before. I think this is all I have to say regarding the 
motor car, and you will see that it is not by any means 
to it alone that I attach the blame of pulling down the 
income of the V.S. The real cause is—the profession is 

eing left behind in the race for life and the progress of 
the world. The profession, as a whole, seems to forget 
that a collective body moves only by its own efforts just 
as an individual does. A :nan could stand on one side 
of the road and talk till doomsday about cressing to the 
other, but he would never get over if he did not make 
the effect and act. In the same way the varions societies 
of veterinary surgeons can meet and talk till doomsday 
about making refo mations in the profession, but if 
they never act those reformations will never be accom- 
plished. One can scarcely pick up a periodical of the 
profession without finding some account of a society 

meeting where the social status, representation in Par- 
lament, ete., is discussed. The resolutions of the dif- 
apa measures that would benefit the profession and 
v€ nation as well, are always carried unanimously. But 
hat is the good of all this talk without any action fol- 

Wing it. Those resolutions appear to be laid aside in 


one that there may be something to talk about when 
*xt they meet, and when they have been discussed a 


second time they are put on the shelf again to be con- 
sidered at a third meeting, and so on. I mentioned 
above that the profession is being left behind in the 
progress of the world, but I don’t wish any of your 
readers to think that I am inferring a deficiency of 
knowledge of modern science, medicine or surgery; 
becanse I think the modern or up-to-date veterinary sur- 
geon could be taught very little, if anything, by the 
human physician or surgeon. In fact, | think that a 
good many veterinary surgeons could teach the human 
practitioners a thing or two. What I mean is, the pro- 
fession has not taken one step with a view to its own 
preservation for quitea number of years. This brings 
me now to what | consider the necessary steps to im- 
prove the veterinary profession pee and socially. 

Parliamentary Representation.-—\ think the first step 
ought to be the return of a Member of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons to the House of Commons. 
What has been proved to be necessary for other profes- 
sions, aud even trades, has also been proved to be neces- 
sary for the veterinary profession. We see in the House 
of Commons representatives of the medical, legal, and 
other profession. We also see the various trades all 
represented—colliers, boiler makers, postmen, carpen- 
ters, and cotton spinners. It seems hardly creditable 
that in the face ot these facts we find members of the 
veterinary profession calling out against the return of a 
veterinary surgeon to Parliament. There has hardly 
been one meeting where the subject has been brought up 
that some member has not ridiculed the proposal and 
tried to dishearten those who support it by smiling at 
the difficulties as he proceeded to point them out. | 
consider that a practicable scheme could easily be de- 
vised, but at the same time admit that there would be 
many difficulties met in carrying it out. Every member 
of the profession should subscribe a half-a-guinea annu- 
ally towards a fund, and as soon asa suitable M.R.C.V.S. 
is found this fund ought to supply him with the £ s. d. 
to commence nu:sing a selected constituency. Any con- 
stituency would do, but he would probably get more 
support from an agricultural one. This scheme would 
mean that for a year or two the gentleman selected 
would have to travel round the constituency making 
himself familiar with the ways and wants of the consti- 
tuents, so that as soon as the first election came he 
could expect a very fair support and stand a very good 
chance of being returned. It would not necessarily 
follow that he would be looked on as there for the 
interests of his profession alone. He could act ina conjoint 
manner. The greatest objection that would be raised 
by the profession to a scheme like this would be the 
fact of someone making money very easily while nursing 
the selected constituency. However objectionable this 
would seem it will have to be. There is no difference in 
this respect with the various trades and labourers. Take 
the representative of a colliers association. Does he not 
live a much easier life, and make more money than his 
supporters! He undonbtedly does, yet. his supporters 
don’t object so long as they are well voiced in Parlia- 
ment. In the same way the veterinary surgeons, if they 
wish to have a voice in Parliament, will have to “pay 
and look pleasant.” It would not, or at least it ought 
not, to matter one iota what party the candidate was in 
favour of; so long as be is in favour of the veterinary 
party he ought to receive the support of every member 
of the College. Once we get a competent man to take 
his seat in the House we will be surprised with the 
number of important things he wiil be able to bring 
forward. He could bring the fact forward that a 
Veterinary Officer of Health is just as necessary for 
every town as is a Medical Officer of Health, 

Another question which ought to occupy the first and 
most prominent place in his notes is the question of 
the lay inspectors of the Animals Division of the Board 





of Agriculture. I think after having had a little ex- 
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perience of those officials that if there are many more 
departments carried on in a similar manner, the sooner 
they form the subject of an inquiry the better for the 
British taxpayer. That a thorough veterinary super- 
vision of the animals of the country is absolutely neces- 
sary no one will dispute. But what I think no one will 
approve of is the employment of a large number of 
gentlemen as lay inspectors. These lay inspectors (I 
believe there are between 40 and 50 of them) are, as 
their name indicates, not veterinary surgeons, and they 
know no more about an animal than an animal knows 
about them. Yet they each draw salaries of be- 
tween £150 to £500 annually for inspecting animals 
and performing various duties in connection with 
animals, They are recruited from many and various 
occupations, some have been officers in the Army, 
others in the Navy, others have never done any- 
thing before, and some have got there—How? they 
only know themselves. As well as_ substantial 
salaries, the British taxpayer has also to contribute 
to the first class hotel bills, and the same class railway 
fares of those gentlemen. Altogether those appoint- 
ments are approaching the idea] for gentlemen with no 
other qualification than a little good influence. What 
do they do for their hundreds in the year? As far as I 
have been able to make out, all they do is to go to where 
a veterinary inspector has found a case of a contagious 
character and see that the place is disinfected ete. 
Another item in this very lucrative occupation is to see 
the cattle markets washed out and whitewashed. Those 
lay inspectors also get £1 a night whenever they are 
away from home. This squandering of the Nation’s 
money does not cease when he has arrived at the ter- 
mination of his Railway journey, for the majority of 
places where there has been a contagious disease are 
generally some miles removed from the nearest railway 
station. The next thing to be found is a cab, hansom, 
motor car, or trap to convey him to the farm, or other 
place for which he is bound. He generally has little 
trouble to get a conveyance brought to him as he is well 
known to all who expect tips. Is this not a scandalous 
waste of money all for the purpose of finding employ- 
ment for someone who is fortunate enough to havea 
little influence? {[ cannot vouch for the absolute 
accuracy of my figures, but I estimate that those lay-in- 
spectors draw at least £9,000 yearly, exclusive of 
expenses. Now what is it that those men are capable of 
eens that the veterinary inspector is not? Why 

ave two railway fares, two hotel bills, and two lots of 
expenses in connection with every outbreak of a disease 
such as swine fever, when the veterinary inspector could 
finish the job on the spot. I hold that seeing a veteri- 
nary inspector can perform all the duties of alay inspee- 
tor, while the lay inspector is quite ignorant of the 
veterinary surgeon’s work, it would be better both for 
the profession and the country at large to appoint about 
40 or 50 veterinary surgeons in place of the 40 or 50 
laymen. I know of a case where the Board was so busy 
that it could not send a veterinary surgeon to visit a 

lace where there was a supposed outbreak of swine 
ever. The only thing they could do was to send a lay 
inspector to take out the viscera of some of the dead pigs 
and send them down to the headquarters at London for 
diagnosis. He was quite at sea with the job, bnt 
managed to wriggle out of it by bribing a butcher boy to 
accompany him. Nowhere I would point out that a 
M.R.C.V.S. in the House of Commons would be able to 
show up such a system as this, and very probably find 
employment for a score or two veterinary surgeons. 
Although the whole system of lay inspection is a big 
grievance, I will try and put before your readers the 
— grievances of the veterinary inspectors of the 

oard. (1) Laymen are better paid ; (2) Laymen get 
more leave ; (3) District lay inspectors get £1 a night 
subsistence money and superintendent veterinary in- 


spectors get only 15s.;(4) Veterinary inspectors are 
practically under the supervision of laymen ; (5) Per- 
manent staff of the lay officials greater in number than 
the permanent veterinary staff. 

Unqualified Assistants.-This is the next question 
worthy of attention, and so far as the social aspect of 
the profession is concerned I consider this the question 
of paramount importance. Until such is put a stop to 
the veterinary profession will never be considered on 
the level with the medical profession or the law. It is 
dishonest to a client to send an unqualified man to a 
case, and lead him to think he is getting some profes- 
sional service, for which he pays a professional fee. [ 
am afraid that those in authority would be too much 
affected by it to attempt to bring ina law making it 
impossible to employ unqualified men. This is another 
thing that could be brought forward in Parliament and 
probably rectified. It ought to be made a _ punishable 
offence for any unqualified person to perform an opera- 
tion on an animal or torture it by prescribing drugs for 
it. This will be the oaly way of cleaning out with a 
sweep all quacks, castrators, and unqualified assistants. 
The profession is often spoken of as a small one, and it 
has a good right to look a small one considering that 
about one third of those who work at it are unqualified 
and not counted. Thisis the only solution I can see for 
the problem of finding employment for the recently 
qualified V.S. It would also put a stop to certain 
members of the profession paying sixpenny visits, as 
they then would leon to pay more for assistance than 
they do to the unqualified man. I heard a story the 
other day concerning a medical man, his dog, and an 
unqualified assistant. I quite agree with his decision, 
and only wish there were a few more like him. The 
doctor’s dog was ill, and an unqualified man was sent 
round to see it, he met the doctor coming out and told 
him he had called to see the dog. The assistant was 
then asked if he was qualified, he had to admit he was 
not, and was told by the doctor that he could not see 
the dog, that the medical profession had stopped this 
kind of thing long ago, that the dentists were trying to 
stop it, and that he hoped the veterinary profession 
would not be long in following. 

Stock Medicines.—This is another danger which tends 
to exterminate the veterinary profession. Men go round 
agricultural shows selling drinks and powders, and tell 
the farmers that these are exactly the same as the “ vet. 
charges half-a-crown for, and that he will let them have 
them at 12s.a dozen. The only remedy that I can see 
for this evil is that veterinary surgeons should do as 
much of their own dispensing as possible, and buy from 
no one who supplies outside the profession. Another 
way would be to try in conjunction with the medical 
profession to make it illegal to sell medicines without 
the formulz printed on the bottles. I think this would 
be the death-blow to quack medicine vendors. 

Agricultural Students.—It may not be generally 
known, but it is a fact, that any person who pays @ sinall 
fee can attend the lectures, be instructed in vete! nary 
surgery, medicine, pathology, and anatomy at the Roya 
Veterinary College. In the interests of the profession, 
this ought most decidedly to be stopped. A layman can 
go through the last two years at the college and a 
with quite as mach practical knowledge as a — 
man—the ouly difference between the two water ope 
the qualified man knows the why and the wherels hem 
what he puts into practice. These men leave the 0 _ 
quite experts at neurectomies, firing, and in wh way 
operation that the ordinary practitioner 1s eallec — 
to perform. The result is that when he leaves he ‘ 
only able to attend to his own animals, but goad yer 
of his neighbours for miles round about. We ne , = 
be surprised to hear of agricultural men speaking 0 i 
beneficence of the veterinary profession. Truly 1 “ 





beneficent, but at the expense of its own existence. 
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remedy for this evil is simple. Have it stopped as soon 
as possible. 
eterinary Works for Horse Owners.—I don’t think 
these do the profession a great deal of harm, but still it 
seems very mean for a man to have got himself into a 
comfortable and secure position by following his pro- 
fession, to start writing on veterinary matters at the ex- 
nse of his professional] brothers who arestill in practice. 
here is no doubt those books do a certain amount of 
harm, but as a rule they are neither one thing nor 
another ; they are not good enough for a professional 
man to read, and they are a long way too much for the 
ordinary layman. 

Veterinary Periodicals in Public Librariee.—This 
ought to be stopped, and until the editor can guarantee 
that it is supplied only to members of the profession 
the paper should not be recognised. It is all very well 
for an editor to say that it lies in the library side-by-side 
with The Lancet and The British Medical Journal. but 
[hold there is no comparison. In the first place there 
are very few people who take any interest in doctoring 
either themselves or other people. [n the second place 
the writers to the medical papers make more use of tech- 
nical terms than wedo in the veterinary papers. Besides, 
any man will unblushingly tell you—in fact he seems to 
look on it with a certain kind of pride—that he does not 
know the position of his own liver, but the same man 
would be quite annoyed were anyone to accuse him of 
knowing nothing about the doctoring of animals. 
It is true, although it is a peculiar thing, that nearly 
everyone, from the duke of a county down to the village 
wilk-boy, seems to imagine that it is something to be 
ashamed of if he knows nothing about giving an animal 
medicine. Again, animals cannot object to amateurs 
trying experiments on them the same way that people 
can. Again, people are afraid to read 7’he Lancet and 
take the medicine and treatment recommended for a 


. certain disease. They are not the least afraid to read 


tae veterinary papers and then go and shove the medi- 


cine recommended down an animal’s throat. What | 


matter if the animal is killed, it is only a monetary loss. 


two objects—when the reports of the Treasurer and 
Secretary dealt with the records of the proceedings for 
the past twelve months. As on former occasions he 
had pleasure in congratulating the Society on its pros- 
perous condition, and once again must express his 
astonishment that more young men in practice on their 
own account did not join the Society, for the advantages 
accruing on membership were so self-evident. Of the 
existing associations in the profession it was the one of 
all others a young man embarking in practice ought to 
become a member of. And he would be glad to see more 
men of affluence seek membership, for though they were 
able to fight their own battles a subscription to the 
Society would not be missed by them, and they would 
have the pleasurable satisfaction of having contributed 
tothe defence of a struggling brother against whom an 
action at law had been taken, or in assisting to alleviate 
the distress of sorrowing and indigent relatives bereft 
of the bread-winner. 

In vacating the chair he desired to thank his fellow 
office bearers and the members of Council—-particularly 
those hailing from the county of the White Rose—for 
their presence and valuable help on all occasions de- 
manding their attendance. 

The SecRETARY, in presenting his annual report, 
congratulated the members on the continued usefulness 
of the Society. Constant applications having been 
made upon its resources, both upon the Benevolent 
Fund, and for assistance in advising and defending 
actions at law. Your Council have cheerfully given 
their time and ripe experience in aid of these. One case 
in particular I should mention—an unjust action taken 
against one of our members by an officer of the 
R.S.P.C.A. This case was ably argued on both sides, 
and I am pleased to say resulted in favour of the 
defendant—the case being dismissed. Your Council 
have had five meetings during the year, besides deput- 
ing other work to the executive officers. We have 
| three resignations, and have lost four membeis by death, 
among whom was our oldest member, the late J. 8. 
Carter, Esq., of Bradford, always an ardent worker in 





It would be a very different thing were auybody to read | the cause. We regret and feel his loss very much. The 
The Lancet, and then kill someone with the attempted | Council appomted Mr. H. Sumner, of Liverpool, to fill 
treatment. The would-be-man-of-medicine would no|the vacancy. We have enrolled fifteen new members 


doubt find himself standing on a charge of manslaughter. 
The remedy for this evil would be for all veterinary 
surgeons to boycott any paper that found its way out- 
side the profession. At the present time a V.S. would be 
judicious if he kept back his treatment when he records 
a case, 

Thope that these few points [ have brought forward 
will not be forgotten by those who read them, especially 
present day students, upon whose success in life they 
will no doubt have an important bearing. 

THOMAS LISHMAN. 


THE NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 
AND MUTUAL DEFENCE SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, February 21, 1906, at the Grand Hotel, Ay- 
town Street, Manchester. W. A. Taylor, Esq., F.R.C.V.S. 

resident, in the chair. Present : Messrs. A. W. Mason, 
F. Somers, T. Hopkin, J. B. Wolstenholme, J. McKinna, 

- Faulkner, and the Secretary. 

Minutes of the last annual meeting were read, received 
and adopted. ; 

' etters of apology for non-attendance were received 
= Messrs. J. F. Simpson, H. L. Roberts, Wm. Car- 
Be J. E. Seriven, H. J. Dawes, R. C. Trigger, A. L. 
Wet F. W. Wragg, A. Lawson, J. Abson, Wm. 

oods, and Prof. W. O. Williams. 
¢ PRESIDENT, in a brief address, remarked that it 


‘vemed to him to be an overlapping of duties to review , scriptions were paid amounting to 


since the last annual meeting, and our membership now 
stands at 272. 
TREASURER’S REPORT—1905-06, 

| Mr. President and Gentlemen,—As Treasurer for the 
| past eleven years of this, the National Veterinary 
| Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society, | have pleasure 
‘in reporting to you that its present financial position is 
sound, and one of steady progress, if not quite satisfac- 
\tory numerically, together with gradually increasing 
usefulness in the directions for which it was originally 
established by the little band of earnest men of whom 
|many have gone hence. 

For the year 1905, I have had the opportunity of 
‘submitting the financial statements in a complete form 
some days prior to the holding of the annual meeting. 
| This is a result of the date having been changed, thus 
| permitting the accounts to be considered and opportunity 
‘afforded the members for comment and criticism. 
In the Defence Branch of the Socrety you will tind 
|this year that income has exceeded expenditure by 
| £122 Os. 6d. whereas in 1904 the reverse occurred, 
| Of 270 members as at December 31st, 1905, 239 paid 
their subscriptions and 31 were in arrear to the extent 
‘of £32 Os. 6d., but since then five subscriptions have 
| been paid amounting to £6 6s., so that the arrears due 
Jat this date, Feb. 21, 1906, are reduced to 28 members, 
and the amount to £24 14s. 6d. 

As indicating the present position of the Society, in 
comparison with 1895. I find that in 1895, 141 sub- 

£87 16s. 6d., and in 


| 
| 


the work of the Society—whose business was confined to | 1905 there were 239 subscriptions, and the amount 
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THE VETERINARY MUTUAL DEFENCE FUND—FINANCIAL STATEMENT, Dec. 31st, 1905. 


Mr. Epwin FAauLKNER, Hon. Treasurer, Knott Mill, Manchester, in account with the Fund. 
























































1905. £ s. d.j — 1905. £38. d. 
Jan. 1.--To Cash at Bankers ; 698 11 11) Dec. 31.—By Hire of Rooms 1 5 9 
Dec. 31.—- ,, Subscriptions received for 1905, as per » Printing and Stationery 6 5 6 

list 142 5 6 ,, Law Costs 1612 0 
», Subscriptions received for 1906, paid l Accountancy . 220 
in advance, as per list i 313 6 5, Secretary’s Postages | 115 0 
» Bank Interest 917 7 , lreasurer’s Postages 214 0 
» Advertising 216 4 
55 Cheque Book ee 0 5 6 
| » Balance at Bankers ... 820 12 5 
£854 8 6 £854 8 6 
| aia 

We have examined the above written Account, and certify the same t» be correct. 

Jno. B. WoLsTENHOLME. 

29th January, 1906. ALFRED H. Powna.L, F.C.A. 

THE VETERINARY MUTUAL BENEVOLENT FUND--FINANCIAL STATEMENT, Dec. 31st, 1905. 
Mr. Epwin Fau.tkner, Hon. Treasurer, Knott Hill, Manchester, in account with the Fund. 

1905. £ os. d.j 1905. £$andZad. 

Jan. by —Te Cash at Bankers as 169 16 2. Dec. 31-- By Grants & Donations : 
Dec. : » Mersey Dock and Harbour Board, }. a : re 5 0 O 
one-and-a-half year’s Interest on Bond for Li¥. 13 0 0 
£1,300 at 35 per cent., less tax 64 16 9) F. G. W. 13. 0 O 
,, Mersey Dock and Harbour Board, one year’s  W.L 13.0 0 
Interest on Bond for £600 et 31-8th per J.F wih ae 5 0 0 
cent., less tax 17 16 2 G.S. - sie 8 0 0 
eS Manchester Corporation Imp: rovement De- J.H.H. die on 7 0 0 
partment, one year’s Interest on Mortgage E. F. C. sti es 3.0 0 
tor £900 at 35 per cent., less tax 2918 6 C. L. ne ow. 60 86 
,, Manchester Corporation Improvement De- . W. ae « we 
partment, one year’s Interest on Mortgage L. D. R. in .. 10 0 
tor £800 at 3 3-8th per cent., less tax 25 13 O P. M. ia a 5 0 0 
,, Corporation of Salford Gas Department, one J. R. wie 5 0 0 
year’s Interest on Loan of £600 at 35 per Mr. 8.’s Family. uw ee 
cent., less tax ee oe 19 19 O —-125 10 0 
” Income Tax Refunded 617 8 ,, Cash at Bankers 214 4 1 
», Donation received from the W estern Coun- 
ties’ Veterinary Medical Asso. 2 2 0 
. Bank Interest 2 14 10 
£339 14 1 £339 14 1 





—— ee 


INVESTMENTS, 





£os. d. gs d 

Mersey Dock and Harbour Board—3 1-8th Manchester Corporation Improvement 

per cent. Bond dated March 6th, 1883, Department, 33 per cent. Mortgage, 

repayable March 27th, 1911 ‘ 600 0 0) dated September 29th, 1903, repayable 
Mersey Dock and Harbour Board—33 per September 29th, 1906 saa 900 0 9 

cent. Bond, dated July Ist, 1900, re- Salford Corporation 34 per cent. Mort- 

payable July Ist, 1914 “ 1,300 0 o| gage, dated January 13th, 1903, — 
Manchester Cor poration Improvement De- able January 13th, 1908... .. 600 0 § 

partment, 33-8th per cent. Mortgage, 

dated March 24th, 1903, repayable .. 

March 25th, 1913 800 0 0 





We have examined the above written Account, and certify the same to be correct, 


29th January, 1906. 





Jno. B. WoLSTENHOLME. 
Arrep H. Pownatt, F.C.A. 
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£145 19s. During this period the Society paid in 
claims and law costs the sum of £620 1ls., and trans- 
ferred to the Benevolent Fund in 1903 £400, and on 
December 31st, 1905, had a balance of £820 12s. 5d. 

The Benevolent Branch shows an_ income of 
£169 17s. Lid. aud au expenditure of £125 10, leaving 
excess of income over expenditure of £44 7s. lld. as 
against £53 4s. in 1904, The invested funds amount to 
£4200. 

The steadily increasing disbursements year by year 
of Benevolent Funds from this Society demonstrates 
the need in the profession, and justifies the existence 
of such an organisation, for whereas in 1895, when 
assistance was confined to members and their relatives 
£10 covered the requirements, but in that year steps 
were taken to widen the Society’s field of aid so that 
help might be extended to non-members and their 
relatives. The amount has gradually increased until 
the year 1905 has seen much needed pecuniary help 
given to the extent of £125 10s., undoubtedly assuag- 
ing in many instances distress, want, suffering, and 
anxiety. 

In closing, may | say that although the Council of 
this Society and its executive officers can show a record 
of much good work voluntarily accomplished in the sup- 
port of members subjected to prosecutions and claims, 
as also in aiding those requiring pecuniary help in time 
of need, it does not receive from the profession as a 
whole the support to which it is entitled, as indicated by 
the number of its members, notwithstanding that par- 
ticulars are advertised in the veterinary journals, and 


brought to the notice of the various Veterinary Medical | 


Associations. : 
Its objects being “ Defence and Benevolence” it neces- 
sarily follows that those who have the good fortune 


during their professional career to require neither, | 


may by becoming members thus extend a helping hand 
to less fortunate of their brethren and relatives in the 
battle of life. 

Mr. FAULKNER referred to the large amount of funds 
standing to the credit of the Defence Branch at the bank 
at low interest, and sugge-ted that a sum of £400 be in- 
vested temporarily. After some discussion it was pro- 
posed by Mr. A. W. Mason, and seconded by Mr. J. 
MecKinna, and carried, “That £400 of the Defence 


Funds be invested in Manchester Corporation Stock for | 


the term of 3 years. 

Mr. J. McKinna then moved a vote ot thanks to the 
officers and members of Council for their services during 
the past twelve months. 

_ The PrEstDENT responded on behalf of same, intima- 

ting that the Council would be better pleased if mem- 
bers generally would take more interest in the Society, 
and also give them their cordial support by attending 
the annual meeting. 

The following ofticers were appointed for the ensuing 
year :— 


President—Mr. W. A. Taylor, F.R.C.V.S.,  Man-, 


chester, 

Vice-President.—Mr. W. Woods, F.R.C.V.S., Wigan. 

Treasurer. —Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.R.C.V.S., 
Quay Street, Manchester. 

Hon. Secretary.—Mr. Sam. Locke, M.R.C.V.S., Gros- 
venor Street, Oxford Road, Manchester. 

Council.—Messrs. J. Abson (F.), Sheffield; A. L. 
Butters, London; E. Faulkner, T. Hopkin (F.), A. Law- 
son, Manchester; A. W. Mason (F), F. W. Somers, 

eeds; J. E. Scriven, Tadcaster ; H. Sumner, Prof. 
W.O. Williams (F.), Liverpool ; W. Shipley (F.), Great 

armouth ; R. C. Trigger, Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

Auditors.—Messrs. Butcher, Litton, and Pownall, and 
Mr. H. D. Chorlton. te 

A cordial vote of thanks to the President for presiding 
closed the proceedings. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES. 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The annual meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
| Birminghain, on Friday, February 9. The President, 
Mr. W. Hunting, of London, presided, and there were 
also present : Sir John M’Fadyean; Messrs. J. Malcolm, 
John Blakeway, C.J. Byner, J. Young, D. Reid Chal- 
J. Pearce, W. Harris, Birmingham; W. 8. Carless, 
Worcester ; R. Hughes, Oswestry; J. G. Parr, Leicester; 
J. Thomson, Coventry; J. J. Burchnall, Loughborough; 
E. Beddard, Wolverhampton; E. H. Woodcock, Eccles- 
hall ; T. Duckworth, Ashbourne ; W. T. Olver, Tam- 
worth ; G. Wartnaby, Burton-on-Trent; A. Over, 
| Rugby ; W. Grasby, Daventry ; W. E. lson, Atherstone; 
James Blakeway, Stourbridge ; T. Slipper, Sutton Cold- 
field; W. H. Brooke, Handsworth; F. L. Gooch, Stam- 
ford; T. Chambers, Dudley; A. B. Holland, Stour- 
‘bridge ; H. L. Pemberton, Bridgnorth ; L. W. Heelis, 
Solihull ; W.S. Mulvey, London ; R. Murray, Rugeley; 
F. Waddington, West Bromwich ; and the Hon. Sec. 
Mr. H. J. Dawes, of West Bromwich. 

| Apologies for absence were announced from Professors 
|Penberthy and Dewar; Messrs. Abson, A. Hodgkins, 
T. Huband, F. H. Gibbings, J. Bainbridge, A. W. 
Mason, J.S. Barber, J.T. Allen, F. W. Barling, T. 4. 
Brain, R. Trigger, H. Fairer, J. W. Coe, J. F. Simpson, 
T. Spencer, P. Woolston, J. Potter-Carter, FE. W. 
| Parkes, T. Ludlow, H. 8. Reynolds, and others. 





An INVITATION TO LUNCHEON. 


Upon the invitation of Messrs. J. Malcolm and John 
Blakeway, those present had lunch together before the 
meeting commenced. 

The PRESIDENT, in proposing the health of the two 
| hosts, said an introductory spread of that character ought 
| to serve as an additional attraction to the meeting. In 
‘the name of all present, he thanked Messrs. Malcolm 
‘and Blakeway for their hospitality. Those gentlemen 
very briefly acknowledged the compliment, and declared 
it was a pleasure to them to do whatever they could to 
further the interests of the Association. 

The niinutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed, 

The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. T. Huband, of 
_Newbury, and formerly, of Cheltenham, stating that in 
‘deference to the kind wish of the Association he should 

be pleased to withdraw his resignation, but having 
gone to reside out of the district he was afraid his atten- 
‘dance would be irregular. 

The Hon. Sec. also read letters from Sir John M‘Fad- 
yean (acknowledging the congratulations of the Associa 
tion, voted at the previous meeting, upon his knight- 
hood), and from Messrs. Trigger, Parr, and Burndred 

| (replying to resolutions of sympathy with them in their 
indisposition). ' 

The Hon. Sec. announced the receipt of a telegram 
from their Treasurer, Mr. W. Carless, of Statford, stating 
‘that illness prevented his attending and therefore the 
presentation and adoption of the accounts would have 
ito be left over until the next meeting. He proposed 
that a telegram be sent to Mr. Carless from the meeting 

‘expressing sympathy with him in his trouble and wish 
‘ing him a speedy recovery. (Hear, hear.) _ ; 

This was seconded by Mr. Wartnaby, and carried 
unanimously. 

NoMINATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Mr. R. Murray, of Rugely, was nominated for men 
bership of the Association by Mr. Reid Chalmers. 

Mr. H. B. Hizes, of Tewkesbury, was nominated by 
Mr. W. S. Carless. ; 

Mr. JaAMEs BLAKEWAY, jun., of Stourbridge, was 





Sam. Locke, Hon. See. 


nominated by Mr. John Blakeway. 
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Mr. F. V. Stewarp, of Hereford, was nominated by 
Mr. John Blakeway (on behalf of Mr. F. W. Barling). 

These names will be submitted to the vote at the next 
quarterly meeting. 

“Expert” EviIDENCE BY R.S.P.C.A. [NsPEcToRs. 


The Hon. Sec. read a circular letter from the 
Central Veterinary Medical Society inviting considera- 
tion of a resolution they have passed in favour of 
the attention of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons being called to the manner in which evidence 
accepted as “expert” was given by inspectors of the 
R.S.P.C.A., and inviting the Royal College to take steps 
to prevent a continuance of the practice. 

Mr. Grassy said he quite agreed with the terms of 
the letter, but he thought the matter rested with the 
magistrates before whom the case was tried. He certainly 
thought the attention of the Royal College should be 
drawn to the practice, for it placed the qualified veteri- 
nary surgeon In an invidious position to be catechised by 
these inspectors, who as a rule were grossly ignorant 
men. (Hear, hear.) These inspectors knew little or 
nothing of the anatomy of an animal yet they volun- 
teered their evidence in a few technical terms which they 
had picked up, and which they always had at their 
fingers’ ends. He proposed that this Association en- 
dorse the view taken by the Central Society. 

Mr. JAMES BLAKEWAY seconded. 

Mr. DuckwortTH said he thought that very question 
a present under the consideration of the R.S.P.C.A. 
itself. 

Mr. CHAMBERS said that asa magistrate, whenever he 
had cases of that kind before him, he wanted some pro- 
fessional evidence before he convicted. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 


VETERINARY INSPECTORS AND THEIR STATUS. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from the Yorkshire 
Veterinary Medical Society, enclosing copies of resolu- 
tions which they had passed protesting against the 
action of the Corporation of Cardiff in making their 
veterinary inspector subordinate to the medical officer 
of health in some branches of his work, and subordinate 
to the City Engineer in others. 

Mr. WARTNABY proposed that similar resolutions be 
passed by this Association. The action of the Cardiff 
Corporation seemed to him to be an indignity, and he 
objected to the profession taking an indignity lying 
down. 

Mr. Grassy seconded. 

Mr. JouN Bpakeway said any municipal body ap- 
pointing a veterinary ofticer would expect him to report 
to someone. The Medical Officer of Health was generally 
the head of the health department, and the City Engineer 
was generally the head, or at least the nominal head, of 
the horse department. If the Medical Officer or the 
City Engineer was a gentleman, he (the speaker) failed 
to see any harm in the veterinary ofticer’s report going 
through them to the committee. Each committee had 
its responsible officer, and he conld not see any indignity 
in a veterinary inspector reporting to the committee 
through that responsible officer. He would sooner be 
responsible to a good chief than to a committee which 
might be composed of Dick, Tom, and Harry. (Hear, 
hear. 

Me CHAMBERS said he was Chairman of the Sani- 
tary Committee of the Dudley Corporation, and their 
Veterinary Inspector did not report to the Borough 
Surveyor. If it was a case of infectious disease, he re- 

orted to the Town Clerk and then to him (Mr. Cham- 
ante as Chairmau of the Health Committee. At the 


same time, the Borough Surveyor was in charge of the 


horses. 
Mr. Hucues thought the resolution of the York- 


shire Society were rather drastic. 


Every municipal 


authority had a right to arrange its work according 
to its own light and leading. He agreed that a Town 
Council ought to recognise its veterinary officer as a 
man of standing, but he questioned whether a Society 
ought to dictate to a Town Council as to whether the 
veterinary officer should be at the head of any particular 
department. 

The PRESIDENT invited Mr. Malcolm, who is the 
Chief Veterinary Officer under the Corporation of Bir- 
mingham, to speak on the subject. 

Mr. Maco said he should have preferred to have 
said nothing, but he had no objection to saying a word 
or two. The simplest way, perhaps, would be to tell 
them what his own experience in Birmingham was. 
Like most other municipal authorities, they had a 
large number of committees, and each committee 
managed its own business. There was a Stable Com- 
mittee that looked after the horses, and he acted under 
them directly, and reported to them directly on all 
matters connected with the horses. There was a 
Health Committee, and he acted under them in connec- 
tion with the inspeetion of cows and cowsheds. It was 
recognised that the Medical Otticer of Health was the 
Chief Officer of the Health Department, and his (Mr. 
Malcolm’s) report went throngh that officer. He did 
not see anything undignified about that. (Hear, hear). 
He also worked under the Markets Committee, and 
in the same way sent his report through the Markets 
Superintendent, who was the chief officer of that par- 
ticular committee. He had never had any cause for 
complaint against either the Medical Officer or the 
Markets Superintendent, and he recognised them loyally 
as the heads of their particular departments. It was a 
difficult matter to criticise local authorities if they were 
not conversant with what lay behind, but if the eondi- 
tions at Cardiff were similar to those at Birmingham, 
there was nothing required of the veterinary surgeon 
that was at all derogatory to his profession. 

Mr. Goocu said he thought the Cardiff case was not 
on all fours with Birmingham. It arose, he believed, 
from the treatment the late veterinary surgeon at Car- 
diff received from the medical officer. Mr. Malcolm was 
very differently situated, but was held in very high 
eaeeet in Birmingham and there was a power behind 
rim. 

Mr. SmirH thought a good deal depended upon the 
terms of the appointment and the way in which it was 
worded. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean said that even at the risk of 
being misunderstood he would venture to move that no 
action be taken at all. He should be as ready as any 
member of the profession to resent anything that de- 
served the description of an indignity, but he really 
could not see at present how any indignity had been put 
upon the profession as a whole, or upon the gentleman 
who was to accept the position of veterinary inspector 
in Cardiff. He agreed with Mr. Blakeway and Mr. 
Malcolm. He did not think there was any indignity 10 
reporting to the Berough Engineer on matters relating 
to the Corporation horses, and it seemed to him to be 
right that the veterinary surgeon should report to the 
Medical Officer of Health with regard to anything that 
touched the health of human beings. The word “ indig- 
nity” had been used a good deal in the course of that 
discussion, if they began to use strong language 08 
local authority, were they not courting the indignity 0 
an impertinent reply? Moreover, they had no power t© 
compel a local authority to take any particular course ° 
action, and if they remonstrated with them at all it 
should be in very moderate and courteous language. 
moved as an amendment that the letter of the Yorkshire 
Society should be acknowledged and be allowed to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Jonny BLAKEWAY seconded. 
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Upon a vote being taken, Sir John M‘Fadyean’s 
amendment was carried by a substantial majority. 


THe Roya SANITARY INSTITUTE. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from the Royal Sanitary 
Institute inviting this Association to send delegates, as 
in former years, to the 23rd annual Congress to be held 
at Bristol from July 9th to 14th. 

On the motion of Mr. Gooch, seconded by Mr. James 
Blakeway, the matter was ordered to stand over until 
the next meeting. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

Mr. JooN BLAKeEwaAy said he had great pleasure in 
nominating for the Presidency a gentleman who had 
always taken a deep interest in the welfare of the Asso- 
ciation, and who was one of their most regular atten- 
dants. He referred to Mr. W. Grasby, of Daventry. 
(Applause). This was seconded by Mr. Gooch and car- 
ried unanimously. 

Mr. Grasby said he accepted the honour with some 
hesitation. He was prompted to do so by their unani- 
mous vote, and by the belief that he would receive the 
support of the other officers and members generally. 
(Applause). 

Vice- Presidents.—One, according to rule, was the re- 
tiring president, Mr. W. Hunting. The two others 
elected were Mr. C. J. Byner, of Birmingham, proposed 
by Mr. Malcolm, and seconded by Mr. John Blakeway ; 
and Mr. James Blakeway, proposed by the Hon. Sec. 
and seconded by the President-elect. 

Treasurer.—The Hon. Sec. said the retiring treasurer, 
Mr. W. Carless, of Stafford, wished to be relieved of the 
appointment, and he had therefore great pleasure in 
moving that Mr. G. Wartnaby, of Burton-on-Trent, be 
elected treasurer for the ensuing year. This was second- 
ed by Mr. Over and carried unanimously, Mr. Wartnaby 
i the appointment with an — of thanks 
- the members for the confidence they had shown in 

im. 

Auditors.—On the motion of the Hon. Sec., seconded 
by Mr. Malcolm, Messrs. John Blakeway, of Birming- 
ham, and W. S. Carless, of Worcester, were re-elected. 

Hon. Sec.—The President-Elect moved that Mr. H. J. 
Dawes, of West Bromwich, he re-elected Hon. Sec. of 
the Association. He said they had had the benetit of 
Mr. Dawes’ services for a great number of years, and 
he should be sorry to lose them during his presidency. 
He was trusting to Mr. Dawes to support him as he had 
supported his predecessors in the Chair. Mr. T. Cham- 
bers seconded the motion, which was very warmly sup- 
ported by the President, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Dawes, in acknowledging his re-election, said he 
had now held the secretaryship 13 or 14 years, and he 
should feel himself better rewarded for his services if 
there were larger attendances at their quarterly 
meetings, 


THE APPROACHING CoUNCIL ELECTION. 


The PRESIDENT drew attention to the fact that the 
election for the Council of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons was approaching, and one of their own 
members, Mr. A. Over, was retiring. He thought they 
might possibly like to re-elect Mr. Over. (App.) 

Mr. Over said it was his wish to retire altogether, 
and make way for younger members. 

_Mr. Hueues said they could not afford to lose Mr. 
Over. He moved that be be asked to stand again and 


that members of this Association pledge themselves to 
Vote for him. (Applause.) 

This was seconded by Mr. W. S. Carless, supported by 
the President-Elect, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Over said that if it really was the wish of the 
Association that he should again stand for Council as 
their representative he would do so. (App). 


An Enormous TESTICLE. 

Mr. JAMES BLAKEWAY produced for the inspection of 
the meeting a remarkable testicle which he had removed 
from a young horse two days previously. It was larger 
in size than a football, and its character was not suspec- 
ted at the time of the operation. Testicle taken on Feb. 
2nd from the abdominal cavity of a three-year-old Shire- 
bred cryptorchid, the property of Mr. T. H. Whiteman, 
Ashton Court, Nr. Leominster. The testicle had de- 
generated into two cysts containing over 15 pints of fluid 
and weighing when full over 20lb., the solid portions of 
the testicle were in three parts and like cartilage. It 
was tapped with a long trocar and canula before being 
removed, and the colt has done well The portion of 
cord removed was about two feet in length, due to the 
weight of the testicle. 

Sir JoHN M‘FapyEAn said those who lived longest 
saw the most. He must confess he had never seen any- 
thing like it in size. He proceeded to examine it, upon 
Mr. Blakeway’s invitation, and afterwards stated that 
there was nothing in the nature of bone or hair in it, but 
it contained something that appeared to be cartilaginous, 
and it partook of the nature of a dermoid cyst. 


“SomE JoInT DISEASES OF THE Horsr’s Lec.” 


The PRESIDENT read a paper. [Mr. Hunting’s paper 
appeared on p. 538]. 

Discussion. 

Sir Jonn M‘FApyYEAN, who was invited to initiate the 
discussion on the President’s paper, said that in any dis- 
cussion with regard to diseases of the bones and joints 
of the horse he should have thought he would have been 
the very last man to be called upon, because he admitted 
that there was probably no system of the body about 
which he felt less clear as to its diseases than the 
osseous system. That was one of the reasons why he 
should not attempt to say much, and also a strong 
reason why he should come there in erder to learn some- 
thing about the subject. In the latter respect he had 
certainly not been disappointed. He had listened to 
what Mr. Hunting had said with regard to the causation 
and the metheds of treatment of diseases of the joints, 
and since he (the speaker) had avowed his ignorance of 
the subject, Mr. Hunting might not regard it as a com- 
pliment if he said he agreed with him, nevertheless he did 
agree with him. 

He supposed the first point to be settled with regard 
to joint diseases was one which ought to be the first point 
with regard to every abnormality of the body, namely, 
what was the cause of the lesion. The condition of the 
joints with which Mr. Hunting had dealt in his paper 
were generally admitted to be inflammatory conditions, 
and at the present day he took it they were all agreed 
that there was no such thing as spontaneous inflamma- 
tion in any organ or tissue of the body. When inftam- 
mation began there must have been a cause for it, and 
when the inflammation was chronic there must be a 
cause for its continuance. If one dealt with the inflam- 
matory processes which attacked the soft organs of the 
body one could apparently classify them under three 
heads ; the inflammation was the result of injury which 
was either inflicted by a chemical agent, or It was a 
traumatic injury, or was caused by bacteria. He thought 
it was quite obvious that in the case of a great many 
of the diseased conditions to which Mr. Hunting refer- 
red the cause could neither be chemical irritation, nor 
an invasion of the tissues by bacteria. Therefore by a 
process of exclusion one was driven to believe that the 
cause of the inflammation was of a mechanical sort. 
But the difficult point in connection with the causation 
of many of the diseased conditions one met with in con- 
nection with bones and joints was that the traumatic 





injury often appeared to have been very slight. When 
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they remembered that these diseases of the bones and 
joints were only common in horses that were working, 
and the comparatively rare attack of horses before they 
were broken in, and the specially severe character in 
horses severely worked, it must be acknowledged that 
those facts strengthened the view that the common 
cause of the inflammatory condition of the bones and 
joints was concussion. 

But there was another rather puzzling aspect of in- 
tlammation of bone as compared with soft tissnes, and it 
was this: they frequently had under observation in- 
flammatory conditions of the soft tissues which were 
clearly traceable to traumatic injuries, and in these 
the extent of the inflammation was strictly propor- 
tionate to the severity of the traumatism, and they all 
tended, after a short period, to complete recovery. On 
the other hand in the case of bony inflammations, when 
once started they seemed to continue, although. there 
was norepeated injury. He thought the explanation of 
that peculiarity was to be sought in the character of the 
tissue, and that the persistence of bone inflammations 
was due to the fact that it often caused a small amount 
of necrosis, the dead bone tissue being itself an irritant. 
In the case of soft tissues, of course any such obstacle 
to healing could be easily removed, and so there was a 
chance of an early recovery. 

One of the main points of Mr. Hunting’s paper was 
that chronic inflammatory conditions arose not in con- 
nection with sprain or traumatic injury of the perios- 
teum, ligaments, or cartilage, but in connection with the 
bone itself. With that view he (the speaker) entirely 
agreed. He thought some authors had attributed too 
many inflammatory conditions of the bone to the 
periosteum. It was always difficult to him to under- 
stand why the periosteum, which was not a tissue ex- 

— to severe strain, should suffer rather than the bone 
itself. 

He should not say anything with regard to the treat- 
ment—because if he was ignorant of the pathology of 
these diseases he must confess he was more ignorant 
still with regard to their therapeutics. There was, how- 
ever, one other point he would like to refer to, and that 
was in the third paragraph in Mr. Hunting’s paper, 
which stated : “It may also be noticed that the aduit 
horse seldom suffers from any joint disease due to 
general infection, such as rheumatism, tuberculosis, or 
analogous diseases.” He was not going to challenge the 
accuracy of that statement, which he believed to be sub- 
stantially true, but the conditions suchas were there re- 
ferred to, if not common, were certainly not altogether 
rare. From cases that had been reported to him and 
had come under his own observation, he knew that 
tuberculous disease of the cervical vertebra of the horse 
was far from an nncommon condition. It would not be 
an exaggeration if he said that 10 per cent. of all the 
cases of tuberculosis in the horse if allowed to linger for 
any considerable length of time, contracted tuberculous 

seriostitis of the bones of the neck. He had the good 
~ to be at a post-mortem in a case of tuberculosis in 
the hose within the last six months, which was diag- 
nosed as tuberculosis because there was a peculiar stiff- 
ness of the neck. He also knew a member of that Asso- 
ciation who had seen a number of cases of tuberculosis 
involving the bones of the neck, though the average 

ractitioner did not get many cases of equine tubercu- 
losis in the course of a life-time. He (the speaker) once 
fell into the lamentable error of supposing that if one 
met an emaciated horse with stiffness of the neck, there 
was little risk in diagnosing it as tuberculosis, for the 
ost-mortem revealed that it was a case of glanderous 
— of the joint between the occiput and the 
atlas. 

The Hon. Sec. sad he had a case of equine tubercu- 
losis in his infirmary at that moment. The patient had 
responded to the test, yet it ate well and seemed lively 





enough. He should have brought the animal with him 
that day, but the weather was so bad. However, he should 
be pleased to show it to anyone who cared to run over 
to West Bromwich. 

The PRESIDENT-ELECT said that as the hour was late, 
he should like to propose that the discussion be post- 
poned to the next meeting. No doubt it was a subject 
upon which many would like to speak, and it might be 
an incentive to members to turn up in good numbers. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, in seconding, reminded Sir John 
M‘Fadyean of a case of equine tuberculosis which he had 
sent up to the College. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 


Next PLACE OF MEETING. 

Northampton and Coventry were suggested a: suita- 
ble places for the next quarterly meeting of the Associa- 
tion, and upon a vote being taken it was found that the 
majority were in favour of Coventry. 

Votre or THANKs. 

Mr. MaLcoLm proposed a vote of thanks to the 
officers of the Association for the way in which they had 
performed their duties during the past year. The visit 
of the National to the Midlands had made it a heavier 
year than usual, but it had also been a most successful 
year. They were particularly fortunate in having a 
gentleman of Mr. Hunting’s standing to preside over 
them during that eventful period, whilst as for the other 
officers of the Association their zeal and ability were 
equally well known. (Applause). 

Mr. A. Over briefly seconded the resolution, which 
was carried unanimously. 

The PRESIDENT, in reply, said he felt he had no 
claim to be included in that vote of thanks at all, for he 
had been obliged to miss two of the quarterly meetings. 
The thanks of the Association were chiefly due to Mr. 
Dawes, their willing and hard working secretary, whi did 
practically all the work himself. (Applause.) 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 


THE ANNUAL DINNER. 


The Prestpent (Mr. W. Hunting) was in the chair, 
witk Sir John M‘Fadyean on his immediate right, and 
the President-elect (Mr. W. Grasby) on his left. 

The usual loyal toasts were submitted from the Chair 
and duly honoured, and “Our Imperial Forces,” pro- 
posed in felicitous terms by Mr. John Blakeway, was 
also very cordially drunk, Mr. F. L. Gooch responding. 

The Presmpent-Etect then gave “The Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons.” He said that as a coun- 
try practitioner he could not speak too highly of the 
work done by that body, whose proceedings in Red Lion 
Square he very carefully watched. There were many 
matters with which the College had to deal which were 
of vital importence to the country practitioner, and the 
Midland Association were fortunate in being represented 
on that body by such trustworthy and conscientious 
members as Mr. Trigger and Mr. Over. (Applause). lt 
was a matter for congratulation that Mr. Over ba 
allowed himself to be nominated for another tert’. 
(Applause). If Mr. Over had one fault it was that he 
under-estimated himself, but hisfriends knew lis worth, 
and he believed there was no man in the profession held 
in higher esteem than Mr. Over. (Applause). He col 
pled that gentleman’s name with the toast, which 
drunk with great heartiness. 

Mr. Over, in acknowledgment, said he was glad “ 
think that his services as as a member of Couacil welt 
appreciated by the Midland Association. Stil! the Cou" 
cil was a much abused body, and he thought it wel" 
be a good corrective to let the fault-finders have 4@ ee 
of office themselves. (Langhter). He was @' raid — 
would do no better than the present Council. (ies 
hear.) He need hardly assure the Midland Assoclat? 
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that any matter they wished to have brought before the 
Council at any time he would be very pleased to bring 
forward. , 
Sir Joun M‘FapyEan next proposed “The Midland 
Counties’ Veterinary Medical Association,” and he said 
there was no toast on the list which he would more 
gladly have proposed. The time had long gone past 
when it was necessary to offer any defence for the 
existence of veterinary medical associations Societies 
such as this had developed step by step with the pro- 
fession generally, and he believed that the development 
of those societies had contributed to the develoy:nent of 
the profession. (Hear, hear.) Among the various veteri- 
nary societies he believed there was nune deserving 
better of the members of the profession than the Mid- 
land. (App.) It was one of the largest and certainly 
one of the most influential. He often found that when 
any important question of what might be termed veteri- 
nary politics arose people asked what do the Midland 
men think about it? And it generally happened that 
what the Midland men thonght of it to-day the majority 
of the profession thought of it to-morrow. He was told 
that the membership of the Midland was about 110, but 
one could hardly have inferred that from the attendance 
that afternoon. The loss, of course, was to all those 
who were not present, and it was a serious loss. (Hear, 
hear.) He did not mention that fact because he thought 
the Midland Association was in that respect singular ; 
he believed throughout the kingdom the attendance at 
meetings did not correspond at all closely with the 
membership of the various societies. He did not know 
why that should be so. He was told that some mem- 
bers stayed away because they did not like to teach 
their fellow members all they knew—(Laughter) ; possi- 
bly others thought they could save time and expense by 
reading the reports of the proceedings in The Record. 
But he was afraid absent members did not realise that 
they often missed a great deal that was not reported— 
things which no language could adequately record. That 
afternoon, for instance, they had had a most excellent 
clinical and pathological analysis of the diseases of the 
limbs of the horse. He regretted to say that those who 
were not present would get the advantage of it in 7'he 
Record, but they had not seen what he believed was 
the largest testicle a perverted Nature had ever 
produced. (Laughter.) They might read of it, but their 
conception of it would fall far short of what it really 
was. Heshould couple with the toast the name of their 
very admirable President. (App.) Mr. Hunting pos- 
sessed in a high degree that shyness and modesty which 
a distinguished observer recently said was the chief 
characteristic of veterinary surgeons wherever they were. 
(Laughter.) He would say this, however, that there was 
ho man surer of a warm recognition in any meeting of 
veterinary surgeons than their President. (App.) There 
Was n0 man’s name more of ahousehold word than that 
of Mr. Hunting. That, he thought, was partly because 
Mr. Hunting wielded the editorial pen of The Veterinary 
Record, to fall under the scourge of which was one of 
the terrors of the veterinarian’s life (Laughter) ; but it 
Was mainly because he was a man who had devoted his 
whole life’s service to what in his belief was best for the 
profession of which he was himself a brilliant and a dis- 
tinguished ornament. (App.) 
The toast was drunk with remarkable enthusiasm. 
The PrEstDENT, in responding, thanked Sir John 
MFadyean for the kind manner in which he had pro- 
posed it. As far as the Association itself was concerned 
all Sir John’s remarks were amply justified, even to the 
little correction which he administered to some of their 
members who did not attend as regularly as they might 
0. He agreed with him absolutely in recognising the 
Position which the Midland Association occupied in 
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looked back at the changes that had taken place in 
veterinary politics they would have to acknowledge the 
part taken by the Midland in advocating and effecting 
the progressive reforms of the past half century (ap- 
plause). When one thought of the number of ma 
good men in the veterinary profession, one was inclined 
to think the Association might have done even better. 
He would like to see their membership still further ex- 
tended, for if every practitioner who had the interests of 
his profession at heart would only join the Association, 
its power for good must necessarily be greater (Applause) 
With regard to the attendance at the meetings he was 
himself conscious of having set a bad example, for it had 
been his misfortune to miss a couple of meetings during 
his year of office-—-once on account of illness, and once 
through his being engaged in a law case. He rather 
wondered whether Sir John M’Fadyean when he was 
referring to the reports of the meetings that appeared in 
The Record was arguing for the suppression of that 
journal. (Laughter.) Everything considered, he (the 
speaker) should be the last individual to suggest that 
reports of the meetings should not be published for the 
benefit of absent members, especially such excellent re- 
ports as were supplied by the Secretary of the Midland 
Association at the latter’s own expense. (Laughter and 
applause). As for the very flattering personal references 
to himself which Sir John M’Fadyean had made, he ap- 
preciated them very warmly, and he would continue, as 
far as his abilities would allow, to do all he could for the 
benefit of the Midland Association, and the veterinary 
profession generally. (App.) 

The concluding toast on the list was that of “The 
Visitors,” proposediin an appropriate little speech by Mr. 
G. Wartnaby, and replied toby Mr. W. 8S. Mulvey. 

H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.V.S., //on. See. 


A CASE OF GLANDERS IN MAN. 
By Louisa Woopcock, M.D., B.S.Lond. 
Late Assistant Pathologist, Royal Free Hospital; Patho- 
logist to the New Hospital for Women; Mabel Webb 
Research Scholar. 


A man, aged 37 years, a porter in the meat market 
was admitted into the Royal Free Hospital on January 
5, 1903, under the care of Mr. James Berry, to whose 
kindness I am indebted for permission to publish this 
case. The illness apparently began on December 1, 
1902, with a slight attack of plenrisy, which lasted ten 
days, after which the patient resumed work. While out 
walking, however, on December 16, he was seized with 
severe pain in the left leg, and for the next three weeks 
was treated and sent into hospital as a case of acute 
rheumatism. 

On adinission the temperature was 102'4 F., the pulse 
was 96, and the respirations were 26. There was no 
swelling or inflammation of the hip or leg, but  mnch 
pain on movement of the thigh ; there was tenderness 
in the region of the hip-joint and down the back of the 
leg, especially behind the knee ; the leg was easiest in 
the position of semi-flexion. 

On Jan. 14 severe pain was felt in the right arm and 
the elbow-joint became swollen ; definite swellings also 
appeared above and below the joint in the subcutaneous 
and muscular tissues extending half way up the arm and 
a quarter the way down the forearm. The skin was 
reddened and pitted deeply on pressure and the condi- 
tion resembled that of cellulitis. Some crepitations were 
heard over the lungs. The temperature ranged from 
102° to 104” and the patient was obviously very ill. The 
case Was now mee as oe of septicaemia. rhe left 
ankle and right knee-joint became successively swollen 
and painful. On the 19th, five days before death, pus- 
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these were discrete at first, with hard indurated base, 
varying in size from that of a pin’s head to that of a 
split pea ; later these became confluent, breaking down 
to form serpiginous ulcers. On the 20th a swelling ap- 
peared on the left cheek, which fluctuated, and the left 
eyelids became cedematous and closed. On the 22nd 
the swelling extended to the right side of the nose. On 
the 23rd pustules appeared on the left cheek, then on 
the right leg, chest, and left forearm, till they gradually 
spread over the whole body. An ulcer appeared inside 
the left nostril discharging greyish-brown pus. There 
was no albuminuria throughout the illness. The patient 
was now semi-comatose and became unconscious twenty- 
four hours before death The temperature ran up to 
107° just before death, which took place at midnight on 
the 24th. On the 23rd a culture was made from the 
blood and some fluid was withdrawn from the right 
knee-joint. 

Necropsy.—The face, right arm, and both legs were 
much swollen, the skin pitting on pressure. There were 
swellings and pustules as described above. The cheek 
muscles were infiltrated with pus; the mucous mem- 
brane of the mouth was very sloughy ; there were no 
nodules on the hard palate. As regards the middle ear 
there was no pus in either c:vity ; the maxillary antrum 
(left side) contained yellow glairy pus (like that in the 
right knee-joint) and the mucous membrane was studded 
with a few small yellow nodules resembling tubercles. 
On the ala of the left nostril there was an unhealthy- 
looking ulcer exuding greyish-brown pus, but the nasal 
septum was hyperemic only and showed no nodules and 
no ulceration. The meninges and the brain were normal. 
The mucous membrane of the neck, the trachea, and 
the larynx were studded with minute grey and larger 
yellow nodules, there being no ulceration, while that of 
the upper part of the c:sophagus was studded with 
nodules similar to those on the wall of the trachea and 
larynx. The thorax, the pericardium, and the heart, 
were normal. There were adhesions and fluid at the 
left base of the pleura. On removing the sternum scat- 
tered nodules were seen over the surface of the lungs, 
grey and yellow in colour and varying in size; they were 
more numerous over the left lung. Of these dissemi- 
nated glanders tubercles most were on the surface, but 
some were deeply seated in the lung substance. On 
section some were tough in consistence, others were 
broken down in the centre and exuding thin fluid: all 
were surrounded by areas of inflammation. Except for 
some enlargement of the liver and spleen nothing of im- 
portance was found in the abdominal organs. The car- 
tilages of the right knee-joint were healthy and there 
was no apparent thickening of the synovial membrane. 
The joint contained a yellow glairy fluid like that in the 
maxillary antrum. 

Bacteriology.—On January 23 a needle was put into 
the right koee-joint and some yellow, glairy, odourless 
pus was obtained; this pus gave a pure culture of an 
organism which morphologically and culturally resem- 
bled the bacillus mallei (a subculture on potato showed 
yellowish moist colonies which ultimately turned brown). 

he pus was therefore sent to the Jenner Institute for 
intraperitoneal inoculation into a male guinea-pig, and 
it produced orchitis and death in twelve days. The cul- 
tures made from the exudate of the tunica vaginalis of 
the dead guinea-pig were not, however, typical, and a 
second guinea-pig inoculated with these cultures re- 
mained quite well except for a small swelling at the seat 
of inoculation. In explanation of this apparent discrep- 
ancy Zieler! is quoted by Bulloch? as showing that 
inconstant results are obtained as regards a_ typical 
“Strauss reaction” when pus from a human source is 





(1) Uber Chronischen Rotz beim Menschen, Zeitschrift 


fiir Hygiene, Band xlv., 1903. 


(2) Centralblatt fiir Bakteriologie, Band xxxix., 1905. 
Heft i. 


directly inoculated, whereas with pure cultures the 
result is unequivocal. I made the mistake here, there- 
fore, of using the pus instead of the pure culture for 
inoculation. The blood culture grew staphylococci only 
and further cultures made at the post-mortem examina- 
tion from the pust»les and nasal discharge were con- 
taminated with cocci and other organisms. 
Histology.—A section through a nodule in the lung 
showed a mass of leucocytes in the centre, surrounded 
by epithelioid tissue, in which the alveoli were oblit- 
erated ; further out the alveolar walls were much thick- 
ened, and catarrhal cells were present in the alveoli. 
Sections of lung, stained for organisms by Noniewicz’s 
method, showed some rod-shaped dacilli, which were not, 
however, Gram negative, and were probably putrefac- 
tive (the post-mortem examination was made thirty-six 
hours after death). The sections were kindly under- 
taken by Dr. Helen Chambers, and further ones of the 
liver, the kidney, the spleen, the submaxillary gland, the 
nasal septum, the nasal ulcer, the pustules on the skin, 
the nodules in the larynx and maxillary antrum, the 
muscle of the face, and the bone marrow were stained 
and searched for micro-organisms with the same disap- 
pointing result. I think, however, in some of these a 
few faintly staining organisms can be made out resem- 
bling bacilli mallei. 
Remarks.—I should like to point out the close resem- 
blance between this case and the second case reported 
by Dr. E. W. Goodall in The Lancet,? both cases were 
mistaken for rheumatic fever at the onset, and in both 
the bacillus mallei was isolated from fiuid obtained from 
a knee-joint. Secondly, the still closer parallel between 
it and the case mentioned in a leading article in 7'he 
Lancet,’ that of a horse-keeper in the employ of the 
Andrew Star Omnibus Company. In this case there 
was an onset with pleurisy, followed by pain in various 
successive joints, and the patient was regarded as suffer- 
ing from rheumatic fever. After admission to a hos- 
pital pustules developed, and the condition was con- 
sidered to be one of septicemia. A day before death it 
was suspected that the case might be one of glanders, 
and cultures confirmed the diagnosis. Other points of 
interest in the case which I have recorded are: (1) the 
long interval between the involvement of the joints—too 
long for rheumatic fever ; and (2)the combination of 
high temperature with a low pulse and respiration rate : 
this was well marked throughout the illness.—7/ 
Lancet. 






















Scheme for Veterinary Dispensaries. 


Ata meeting of the members of the County Kildare 
Agricultural Committee, held in the County Council 
Chambers -of the County Courthouse at Naas on Mon- 
day, Feb. 12. Mr. Stephen J. Brown, J.P., Chairman, 
presiding: an item on the agenda was “to consider 
scheme for veterinary dispensaries, as received frou 
Queen’s County Committee.” 

Mr. Minch : That’s rather a tall order. oa 

Chairman : [ suppose, gentlemen, you have seen 1: 

A Member: Throw it inso the waste-paper basket. 

Mr. Minch: That would swampthe country. 

Father Duggan : I think we ought to mark it dis} 
proved of. 

Mr. Minch: Yes. Let them see we have a little col 
monsense. 

Chairman : I think the whole funds of the Depart 
ment would not be adequate to meet it. ea 

Mr. O'Grady: Ireland would become a_ paradise °! 
officials if that went on. ae 

Father Duggan’s suggestion was approved of.— Lhe 


Nationalist and Leinster Times. 
a 








(3) The Lancet, August 26th, 1905, p. 589. 
(4) The Lancet, June 17, 1905, p. 1,661. 
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Epizootic Lymphangitis; Week ending Jan. 27, 1906, 


F Glanders Rabies. , 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases [Sheep] gwine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | pore Out Out. | end: 
: ’ gh. 
| — ean mals. Jbreakes| mals. breaks; mals. Dogs. | Other breaks breake. | tered * 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended Mar. 3 | 20 | 28 : 17 | 30 14 93 | 113 
(19095 . | 15 17 92 | 40 | 31 9 | 35 
Corresponding week in / 1904 .. 23 33 32 | 5u 43 27 236 
_ tives. J 17 | sl 22 | 40 | 56 26 67 
Total for 9 weeks, 19(6 - | 176 231 | 200 | 353 201 170 760 
1905 ..|180 | 274 204-375 | 438 96 376 
Corresponding period in 1904 .. | 187 | 259 246 ©6497 797 2387 1458 
1902 .. | 148 238 198 378 | 851 248 1072 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Mar. 6. 1906. 
IRELAND. Week «nded Feb. 24] .. | — | - |. : | | 2 | l 
. { 1905 | 11 

Corresponding Week in + 1904 - es - 1 8 17 4 B5 
oi ai 4 PA es | 48 3 21 
Total for 8 weeks, 1906 a = 2, 2 1 4 + -- | 100 5 152 
1905 | 6 | if... | .. | 146 18 187 
Corresponding period in 1904 1 1 2 9 <i .. | 224 35 429 
1903 1 2 246 10 250 














1 case. 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, Mar. 1, 1906, 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only 


CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RETURNS— 
Parasitic MANGE, IN IRELAND. | 


1906 1905 1904 1903 
Outbreaks in February 11 22 24 32 


“ Two Months 17 41 42 60 


Veterinary Advice for Farmers. 


From time to time a number of Co. Committees have, 
We notice, been urging on the Department the desirability 
of co-operating in an endeavour to place veterinary 
advice and assistance within more easy reach of the 
smailer farmers, who, in some cases through ignorance of 
the pressing need for immediate treatment which their 
animals may require, or in other cases through a dislike 
to incur what they regard as the inordinately heavy fees 
of the veterinary practitioner, suffer losses from disease 
and accidents which otherwise might have been pre- 
vented. Especially in some parts of certain southern 
counties, where wide districts are entirely outside the 
reach of any local veterinary surgeon, is this condition 
of affairs severely felt, and a remedy looked for. Ata 
recent meeting of the Co. Longford Agricultural Com- 
mittee, a scheme to deal with the question was outlined 
by the chairman, which it was agreed to bring before the 
attention of the Department in the shape of a suggestion. 
retly the scheme provides for the appointment to cer- 
tain areas Ineach county of a salaried veterinary sur- 
me! the acquisition of a residence in a central position 
‘or him, and the erection thereat of a suitable hospital 
“uere farmer’s animals might be treated. Farmers un- 
fer ony for veterinary services to be granted tickets 
val ee service, if their holdings are beneath a certain 
“uation (£10), if above this, a graduated scale of fees, | 
‘cording to valuation, to be charged. There is also the | 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


proposal that this veterinary official should deliver 
during the year to farmer’s sons elementary lectures on 
the farm animals and their ailments, and that he should 
discharge the duty at present done by the Inspectors of 
Contagious Disease, specially appointed for this purpose 
by the Veterinary Branch ot the Department. 

We do not know how the Department will receive 
these and similar resolutions which have been adopted 
by a number of counties ; we are afraid they will see 
many obstacles in the way—not the least of which will 
be the jealous opposition of the veterinary practitioners 
themselves. At the same time if the latter body are 
reasonable, and refuse to take up the attitude which 
some of their conspicnous representatives urge— viz., 
regarding any attempt at disseminating veterinary 
knowledge as an encroachment upon the possibilities of 
their profession—there is no reason why something to 
meet the widespread wish given expression to in these 
resolutions should not be effected. In a recent issue of 
an organ representative of the veterinary profession, a 
strongly wordod protest against the proposed innova 
tion appeared, but a perusal of it, instend of enlisting 
sympathy with the veterinary profession for any griev- 
ances which the adoption of such proposals might infliet, 
is more calcnlated toestrange such sympathy by its un- 
concealed bitterness of tone, and the LHCOM promising 
attitude it indicates. From what we know of the pro 
fession, we doubt if the appeal we refer to will receive 
much support : the day is gone for confining a monopoly 
of information to any body, however select ; it was by 
this attitude that the quacks of the past so sneeringly 
referred to, and so bitterly condemned, were enabled 
to exercise a profitable calling ; the veterinary profes- 
sion are not surely so blind to their own interests as 
to assist in the perpetuation of such a deplorable 
system.—7'he Farmer's Gazette. 
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SIR JOHN M‘FADYEAN TESTIMONIAL. 


Subscriptions received since last acknowledg- 
ment :-— 


Mr. Hugh McCormack 10/6; Mr. J. M. Parker 21/- 
A. W. Mason 21/- W. A. Dellagana = 211/- 
Jas. Laithwood 21/- George Smith 21/- 
W. R. Williams 10/6 T. Eaton Jones 21/- 
Arnold Porritt | 21/- Alfred Holburn 10/6 
H.&J. Buckingham 21/- James Crowhurst 10/6 
E. R. Edwards 10/- Edwin Faulkner  42/- 


John Balden 21/- John Davidson 42)- 
R. C. Tennant 21/- T. D. Hughes 21/- 
F. W. Barling 21/-) D. Campbell 21/- 
Hugh Ferguson 21/-| W. A. Stainton 10/6 
Arthur H. Cory 21/- Jas. Harrison 20/- 
A. H. Towne 21/- Sam Locke 21/- 
Ww. Bower 21/- W. T. Collins 21/ 
Mark Tailby 21/- W.H. Dalrymple 

H. Yeomans 10/6 Baton Rouge, La. 21/- 


Subscriptions may be sent to— 
W. Huntine, Hon. Sec. c: Treas. 
16 Trafalgar Square, Chelsea, S.W. 





THe Srr JoHN M‘Fapyean Funp CoMMITTER. 


Added to the Committee list — 
Japtain E. Brown, India. 





PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons, on Monday, March 5. 


Colonel Lockwoop (Essex, Epping) referred to the 
question of experiments on dumb animals. No other 
subject raised in that house had suffered so much from 
over-statement, and that was a mistake which he wished 
to avoid. He did not wish to accuse the inspectors 
under the Act or the medical profession of want of 
humanity. On the contrary, he looked upon the medical 
wofession as the noblest profession in the world ; and 

e was ready to acknowledge that, if they asked for ex- 
periments on living animals it was because they believed 
that by them they could palliate human suffering. His 
argument was that the medical profession were liable to 
look upon experiments on living animals as an easier 
method of obtaining knowledge than research into 
science. He maintained that the discov ry of the 
X-rays and of radiam had done more to palliate hnman 
suffering and to help the medical profession than any 
number of experiments on living animals. He asked 
that dogs, which had a higher nervous organisation than 
other animals should be excluded from the operation of 
the Act. He would say nothing about guinea-pigs and 
nice ; but he did plead for the dogs. (Hear, hear). He 
hoped that the Home Secretary would appoint a com- 
mittee to hear evidence on both sides, and to make re- 
commendations to that Honse. 

Mr. TomkrInson (Cheshire, Crewe) said that exper- 
ments on living animals bad increased enormously in 
late years. The great majority of these operations were 
slight, but there was an uneasy feeling that there was a 
vast amount of great cruelty. The law stated that cer- 
tain experiments should not take place unless there was 
a special permit by the Home Secretary. In many cases 
the law took away with one hand what it gave with the 
other. They knew perfectly well that the excuse that 
the animals were put under anesthetics and were not 
sensible to the operation did not hold water. A dog 
must be made so insensible by chloroform that it would 


die, or else it was very sensible. In The Physiological 
Journal they would find that it was admitted that opera- 
tions of the most awful kind were not unfrequently 
performed upon animals. In his opinion, we had no 
right to exploit the animal creation for our own purposes. 
He should like to see experiments on living animals 
absolutely prohibited, but he supposed they mnst be 
content with asking the House to appoint a committee 
to inquire into the working of this law. 

Sir J. TukE (Edinburgh and St. Andrews Universities) 
declared his conviction that there had been no abuse of 
the practice of vivisection, and that the experiments 
were carried out under the regulations in an honour:ble 
manner. That there had been an increase in the nninber 
of experiments was due to the extending desire among 
public health authorities for knowledge of facts that 
might be availed of for the good of the community. 
Thousands of operations had relation to remedies fror 
diseases from which humanity suffered. 

The CHAIRMAN said the discussion must be confined 
to the administration by the Home Office, and should 
not include the whole subject of vivisection. 

Sir J. TuKE said the way in which administration was 
carried out by the inspectors was complete and thorough, 
and he would welcome an inquiry to remove misappre- 
hensions which existed in the minds of a small minority. 

Theamendment was then, by leave, withdrawn. 


March 7. 
New BIzs. 
The Bills presented and read a first time included :— 


Mr. G. GreENwoop (Peterborough).—Bill to amend 
the Cruelty to Animals Act, 1876. 

Sir E. Strachey (Somerset, S.)—Bill to consolidate 
and amend the enactments relating to injury to live 
stock by dogs, and otherwise to amend the law relating 
to dogs. 

Sir E. Srracney.—-Bill to amend the law with re- 
spect to the sale of agricultural fertilizers and feeding 
stuffs. 


Diseased Meat in London—Imprisonment. 


At Guildhall, before Alderman Sir James Ritchie, 
James Henry Mitchell, a butcher, of 21, Market Place, 
Kendal, Westmoreland, was summoned for being the 
person to whom belonged four quarters of beef, which 
on Feb. 8th, were deposited in the Central London Mar- 
ket for the purpose of sale, and afterwards seized and 
condemned as unfit for human food. 

Mr. T. G. Vickery (Assistant City Solicitor) prosecu- 
ted, and said the meat in question formed the carease 
of a cow, and when it arrived in the market it was seen 
that the beast must have died, or nearly so, from some 
inflammatory disease. On inquiry being made, it was 
ascertained that the defendant purchased the — 
from Mr Dargue, a farmer, of Burnside, near Kendal, 
the cow having been slaughtered by him on shows 
symptoms of milk fever. These facts were comunmmica 
ted to the defendant, who gave £10 for the dead re" 
For some reason he made ro effort to dispose of te 
meat in his own neighbourhood, but sent it to Laenee. 

Owen Sharp. inspector of meat, who seized the ca ; 
case, gave evidence as to its offensive condition. it- 
sai | the flesh was congested and discoloured, and se 
ted a bad odour. All this was apparent to @ cast 
observer. 

Dr. Collingridge, medical officer fo 
that the beast had either died or been slat 
on the point of death. The eating of such 
be most prejudicial to health. ie 

John Dargue, the farmer who origin 
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went to the defendant, told him the circumstances, and 
asked him if it was “anything in his way.” He replied 
“Tf I buy it, it will be a speculation. I can’t use it for 
my shop, and as it will have to be inspected, I can’t 
give you a good price.” Eventually witness agreed to 
accept £10. 

Sir James (to Dr. Collingridge): Do you think, doc- 
tor, that a cow that has suffered trom milk fever, and was 
slaughtered in order to “save its life,” can be fit for 
human food ? 

Dr. Collingridge : Decidedly not. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Toft (for the defence), the 
witness (Dargue) said he considered the meat was good. 
He had remarked to the defendant, “Some people would 
make a beef day of it.” 

Mr. Toft : Explain to the Court what a “ beef day ” is. 

Witness : In the North, wherever an accident hap- 
pens to a beast, and it has to be slaughtered, the meat 
is generally distributed amongst the neighbouring 
farmers. We call that a “ beef day.” 

John Hogarth, a butcher employed by the defendant 
to advise him and teach him the trade, expressed the 
opinion that it was a “ very nice carcase.” 

Sir James: Fit for food ? 

Witness : Well, I wouldn’t go so far as that. (Laugh- 
ter.) 

Defendant explained that he did not offer the meat 
for sale at his own shop as he had got his week’s supply 
when he bought the carcase. 

Sir James said he considered the conduct of Dargue 
most reprehensible, but he was not before the Court. As 
for the defendant, he must have known that the carcase 
of a cow slaughtered while suffering from milk fever was 
not fit for human consumption. He considered that a 
man to endanger the health of others in this way must 
be very hard-hearted. It was an offence which he could 
aot possibly consider a fineable one, aad the accused 
would have to go to prison for one mouth, and pay the 
costs, 

Mr. Vickery suggested that the witnesses Dargue and 
Hogarth should not be allowed their expenses, in which 
event, he said, the costs would amount to £6. 

_ Sir James assented, and s.id that in default of pay- 
ing the £6 the defendant would have to serve an addi- 
tional fourteen days.—The Daily Teleqgragh. 





Remarkable Operation. 


At Lambeth, Mr. Troutbeck held an inquiry as to the 
death of Maitland M etcalfe, aged 29, a carpenter, lately 
of Hoyle Road, Tooting. 

Sergeant Bryant, F Division, a brother-in-law, stated 
that about fifteen months ago the deceased told him 
‘tat when going home from work nine months previously 

fentered a tram-car with a 1}in French nail between 

steeth. He fell asleep, and on getting to his destina- 
Yon missed the nail, and coneluded that he had swal- 
owed it. He had, he said, thought nothing more of the 

hatter until then, and feeling unwell he went to a 

‘ctor, who discredited the story of swallowing the nail, 
ind said he was suffering from consumption. Deceased 
a a to the Bromptom Hospital, where the X-rays 

ee the nail at the bottom of his right lung. An 

eration was performed, and efforts made to reach the 
bat without snecess, and he was discharged as a 
bless case. Subsequently he was admitted at St. 
Wi Hospital, where he died on Wednesday, Feb. 
lath \tness believed that the nail was the cause of 


vt Lionel Norbury spoke to admitting Metcalfe at 
‘ ‘pital on Dee. 16. A radiograph revealed the 
{uite close to the heart. Efforts were made to dis- 


two stages was decided upon. Two layers of the 
membrane round the lung were sewn back, and eighteen 
days later an opening was made into the lung through 
the cavities around it, and they tried to attract the nail 
with an electro magnet, but this was unsuccessful. 
The patient recovered considerably, and for some days 
looked as if he was going to get better, it being hoped 
that the nail would dislodge itself. Death, however, 
took place on Wednesday. At the autopsy the nail was 
found held by its head in the abscess cavity of the 
lung, the point protruding into the bronchial tubes. It 
was a lin. nail, and was covered with rust. Death was 
due to an abscess caused through swallowing the nail. 
The jury returned a verdict of accidental death.— Daily 
Telegraph. , 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE HORSE—ITS TREATMENT IN HEALTH AND 
DISEASE. 
Sir, 

As one of Professor Axe’s literary assistants I thank you 
for birching the groundlings, who would reduce our pro- 
fession to the level of a trades union. 

Knowledge is for those who will get it; nay, for those 
who will accept it. My neighbour, the carpenter, contri- 
butes rates for the technical school, and I have a bench 
whereat I may learn how to do without him (?) What I 
do learn there is his superiority in his own line, and this 
makes me the more willing to pay for his services. The 
intelligent reader of such books as Professor Axe's (forgive 
an Irishman for saying there is’nt another like it) is to 
make clients value the veterinary surgeon more highly, 
because understanding his work and appreciating his diffi- 
culties. 

Old maids contribute rates in aid of elementary schools. 
The policy of enlightenment for all people on all subjects is 
accepted by both the great political parties, as offering 
a prospect of “the greatest good of the greatest number.”’ 

It is so short a time since I trespassed on your space in 
defence of a book of my own, that I am sorry to again ap- 
pear before your readers, and would not doso but for my 
profound respect for Prof. Axe.—Yours ete., 

Harotp Lrenty, M.R.C.V.S. 





Sir, 

Apropos of the present controversy, I think that my 
experience will prove interesting to your readers and the 
Registration Committee. Early inthe year I was honoured 
by acall from two book hawkers, both of them singing the 
praises of the very latest thing about that noble quadruped 
the horse. The first caller I dismissed on the grounds that 
I protested against the indiscriminate publication of a work 
calculated to promote quckery. ‘The ways of the second 
caller were somewhat peculiar, if not sublime. Sitting in 
my office one day a caller was announced and visiting card 
presented, glancing at which I read * Professor J. Wortley 
Axe, Veterinary Inspector, Surrey County Council.” 
Thinking I was about to see my old preceptor (whom in 
our student days we were wont to affectionately call Johnnie, 
I hastened, card in hand, to meet him It was a sad 
disappointment, for I was immediately buttonholed by book- 
hawker No. 2. Upon inquiry as to the whereabouts of 
“ Professor Axe’ my caller pointed out his own name prin- 
ted small at the left hand bottom corner of the card, stating 
that he had called on behalf etc., etc., ete. I intended to 
retain that card, but Mr. Hawker No. 2 by some excuse 
regained possession of it and refused to allow me to have it. 
—I| am, sir, yours faithfully, 

O Trevpora, O Mores. 

March 6th. 

(his, of course. is not the author’s fault, it may possibly 
not be the publishers’. When the publishers hear of this 
card we feel certain they will protect their author from such 
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Sir, 

In reply to your enquiry as to whether I can give specific 
reference as to the page on which prescriptions for balls 
and powders occurs in Vol. I. I cannot do so, as I do not 
possess the book, and am not positive that it occurs therein. 
I can assert, however, that I saw some on some pages which 
I believe were loose and at the end of the volume which was 
brought round for my inspection, and I supposed had 
become loosened from being carried about. They may 
have been taken out of one of the other volumes to make the 
work appear more conducive to those farmers, etc., who 
like to do some doctoring, to purchase them, and I don’t see 
it makes any differenee whether prescriptions occur in 
Vol. I. or Vol. ITI. the effect will be just the same. 

Country PRACTITIONER. 


{Our correspondent made a specific statement and now 
confesses he was in error.—Ep. } 


OBJECTIONABLE (?) PUBLICATIONS. 
Sir, 

In your leader of last week you distinctly touch upon a 
very important question, regarding which many of your 
readers are certain to disagree with you. For it really 
seems, judging from the utterances of your correspondents, 
that many of us still think that all knowledge relating to the 
diseases of animals should be regarded as the exclusive pro- 
perty of the veterinary surgeon, only to be used for his own 
benefit. 

I agree that the less the public know about veterinary 
science the better it. will probably be for the banking 
accounts of veterinary surgeons—but we hear a great deal 
nowadays, especially from our own members, about the 
public utility of our profession. Is it permissible to ask 
whether that utllity is to be confined to the selling of 
medicines whose composition is kept secret, and to the 
pocketing of fees ? 

Undoubtedly every book which treats of the diseases of 
animals in terms which a layman can understand, or think 
he understands, must do a certain amount of pecuniary 
harm to the veterinary profession. 

Some men, certainly, after carefully reading such a book 
as that which has occasioned the present controversy, would 
chiefly be impressed with a perception of the value of a pro- 
fessional training in veterinary practice, and the inadvisa- 
bility of anyone without that training attempting the diag- 
nosis or treatment of the diseases of animals. Others, again, 
after a perusal of the most elementary of such works would 
develope into amateur veterinarians. 

But another point crops up—are not eren these—however 
crude and elementary their knowledge may be, more capa- 
ble of dealing with a slight, or even a serious case than{be- 
fore, and is not some good done in this way? Almost 
every owner of animals attempts some ‘‘ home doctoring ”’ 
at times, is a book which does render him fitter for the task 
to be condemned, because it may also induce him to over 
estimate his knowledge ? 

It seems to me as if some of us only looked at this matter 
in relation to its possible bearing on their own pockets. 
But if we really are, as we profess to be, a body of broad- 
minded and intelligent men, surely it is necessary to look 
rather beyond this. The whole subject is a very difficult 
one, well worthy of consideration by some one having a 
better right than I have to sign himself 

Morauist. 


OVARIAN FUNCTIONS. 
Sir, 

In reply to Mr. H. Gray’s note in your last issue, I would 
point out that Mr. Gray mis-read the note of the previous 
week ; though I may have explained myself rather badly. 
The bitch I referred to came on heat not 14 weeks after 
being speyed but about six months afterwards, and remained 
on heat for fourteen weeks. The second operation was per- 
formed to see if any portion of ovary had been left to 
account for the condition, but I was unable to find anv 
trace of ovary, and only a very small part of one cornua of 
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the uterus remained (under 4 inch). This I did not remove. 
I made a large incision to enable me to have a good view if 
anything was left, as I would rather the bitch had died 
than have been brought back later in pup. The bitch is 
still living, and I think it would puzzle either Mr. Gray or 
anyone else to find anything to account for the menstrua- 
tion.. It is said by some people that a careful watching 
would reveal some periodic return of cestrum in a large 
number of cases. I have not castrated thousands of times 
(a thousand is a lot); but may truly say scores (even hun- 
dreds of times), and have previously been very successful. 
As regards the mare I referred to, one would have judged 
by her symptoms, both previous to and after the operation 
that her vice was due to ovarian trouble, she having all the 
characterists of such, e.g., squealing, urinating, &c. Cer 

tainly, the condition must have been due to other than 
ovarian trouble, and certain am I that the bitch’s condition 
was not due to ovaries. Mr. Gray asks a question I have 
have asked myself many times the last few weeks—‘‘ What 
can account for the condition ?’’ I have seen vicious horses 
at the forge being shod, and after having been chloroformed 
once or twice in the shop have remained quiet afterwards. 
Shock has perhaps something to do with this. I am told 
of one case of an almost unmanageable animal for kicking 

where the smith hit it at the side of the head and felled it 

but since that time the animal has remained quiet to shoe 


—Yours truly, 
M.R.C.V.S. 


VETERINARY LITERATURE. 
Sir, 

The veterinary student of to-day should be thankful for 
the energy and devotion of those who cater for his wants, 
either in producing books, running journals, or writing 
articles for their benefit. 

One is glad to see that students of the Royal Veterinary 
College are endeavouring to assist themselves by running a 
journal for their mutual benefit. I am certain that every 
reader of your valuable journal will wish them ‘“‘God Speed”’ 
in their latest venture. In their first number they have 
had good fatherly advice given them by some of the most 
distinguished members of the profession. 

I quite agree with one writer therein when he says “‘care- 
ful observation makes a skilful practitioner,’’ but is not this 
gentleman a little misinformed when he attributes the 
quotation—*‘ Careful observation makes a skilful practi- 
tioner, but his skill dies with him ; by recording his obser- 
vations he adds to the knowledge of his profession, and 
assists by his facts by building up the solid edifice of patho- 
logical science ’—to The American Veterinary Review. I 
believe this quotation originated in the mind of the learned 
editor of The Veterinary Record, and was borrowed by Tie 
American Veterinary Review, who, after making use of it 
some years without acknowledgment, finally gave credit to 
whom it was due. 

I merely make these few remarks with the object of pre- 
venting a further propagation of an aii * ke., 

ERITANS. 
[This writer is correct as to the authorship of the lines 
quoted. They occur in the first column of the first num 

ber of The Veterinary Record, July 14, 1888.) 
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